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ADDRESS. 


Gentlemen  : — 

^Having  pa^ssed  througli  tlie  preliminary  course  of 
studies,  prescribed  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  received  from 
your  Alma  Miter,  testimonials  of  your  proficiency,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  disease,  you  are  about  to  go  forth  into  the  world,  to 
engage  in  its  duties,  and  partake  of  its  responsibilities. — ■ 
The  transition  from  the  quiet  and  seclusion  of  the  study, 
to  the  active  engagements  of  professional  life  is  great,  and  the 
period  when  the  transition  is  made,  is  one  of  no  ordinary  inter- 
est. At  such  a  time  as  this,  the  hopes  and  fears,  with  which 
the  future  is  invested,  present  themselves  to  the  mind,  in  a 
manner  which  demands  attention,  leading  it  earnestly  to  inquire 
by  w^hat  means  the  hopes  may  be  realized,  and  the  fears  dis- 
pelled. At  such  a  time  as  this,  we  can  hardly  reject  advice, 
which  we  are  persuaded  comes  from  those  who  seek  our  welfare, 
nor  are  we  disposed  to  consider  such  advice  as  intrusive, though 
it  be  at  variance  mth  our  previous  opinions.  It  is  such  a  time 
as  this,  therefore,  that  I  sel^  for  the  purpose  of  urging  the 
claims  of  Homoeopathy  to  your  careful  examination.  Belie- 
ving as  I  do,  that  in  Homoeopathy,  mankind  have  received 
one  of  Heaven's  richest  blessings,  I  may  be  excused  for  an 
effort  to  present  its  claims  to  others,  Avhile  I  should  be  highly 
criminal,  did  I  neglect  to  do  so  upon  every  suitable  occasion. 

To  say  that  you  have  not  been  thoroughly  instructed  in  the 
several  Departrrients  of  Medical  Science,  as  they  are  held  by 
your  late  Instructors,  would  be  to  cast  an  aspersion  upon  them, 


to  which  I  am  in  no  wise  disposed.     Yet  I  may  aver,  that  there 
are  Theories  in  Medicine,  and  Methods  of  Practice,  to  which 
you  have  not  been  called  to  give  that  attention,  which  they  well 
deserve.     Nay  more — while  the  light  has  been  held  up  to  illu- 
mine certain  paths,  a  shade  has  been  cast  upon  others,  and  you 
have  been  assured  that  they  were  deceitful,  followed  only  by 
quacks  and  impostors.     Whether  this  is  a  course  of  action, 
calculated  to  encourage  free  inquiry,  or  to  advance  the  Medica 
Art,  I  leave  you  to  judge.     Undoubtedly,  much  time  and  labor 
is  thus  saved,  if  you  are  content  to  form  your  opinion  of  new- 
systems,  upon  the  aspersions  of  those  whenever  examined  them. 
Consider  this  as  settled — if  you  can  upon  such  authority,  that 
all  other  systems  than  your  own  are  quackery,  and  you  are  at 
once  saved  the  trouble  of  examining — experimenting — testing 
for  yourselves.     But  what  you  gain  in  the  saving  of  labor,  you 
lose  in  the  surrender  of  that  independence  of  judgment  which 
can  only  be  preserved  by  basing  your  opinions  upon  your  own 
investigations.     Of  all  men,  a  physician  should   have  a  liberal 
mind — willing  to  examine  every  new  system  which  shows  itself 
worthy  of  examination,  and  capable  at  once  of  appreciating 
and  employing  the  useful,  while  he  rejects  the  Avorthless.     He 
may  not  venture  to  reason  upon  a  few  supposed  facts,  for  the 
happiness — nay,  even  the  lives  of  many  depend  upon  his  de 
cisions.     Nor  is  it  sufficient  for  him  to  look  learned,  and  de- 
nounce all  other  systems  but  his  own  as  quackery  and  humbug- 
gery ;  this  will  not  arrest  the  course  of  disease  nor  stay  the 
approach  of  death.     This  will  not  entitle  him  to  that  appellation 
which  it  should   be  the  aim  of  every  man,  especially   every 
physician  to  deserve— The  Benefactor   of  his  race.     Hoping 
that  you  are  disposed  to  give  every  branch  of  Medical  Inquiry, 
that  attention  which  it  deserves,  I  venture  thus  to  address  you, 
to  lay  before  you  the  claims  of  Plomoeopathy,  and  while  I  would 
notforstall  your  opinion,  by  declaring  it  to  be  based  upon  eternal 
principles  of  truth,  I  desire  to  present  you  with  some  evidence, 
that  it  is  well  worthy  of  a  careful  and  thorough  examination. 
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And  before  entering  upon  the  subject,  allow  i^ie  to  indulge  in 
a  word  respecting  the  odium,  with  which  its  opponents  have 
endeavored  to  envelope  it.  An  argument  is  not  always  convin- 
cing, and  when  it  is,  if  fallacious,  its  fallacies  may  be  exposed) 
and  ihe  conviction  reversed,  buta  hardname,  an  odious  epithet 
is  more  potent,  for  though  it  proves  nothing,  it  deters  man/  from 
giving  the  subject  stigmatized,  the  attention  which  it  deserves. 
Thus  the  declaration;  that  Homoeopathy  is  a  system  of  deceit 
and  quackery,  coming  from  those  who  should,  (many  of  whom 
do)  know  better,  does  more  to  prevent  inquirers  after  truth, 
from  examining  the  subject,  than  the  most  cogent  aro:uments. 
But  why  is  Homoeopathy  a  system  of  quackery?  Because  it  is 
based  upon  deductions  from  an  infinitude  of  facts  ?  Because 
years  of  laborious  and  systematic  experiments  were  necessary 
to  its  evolution  ?  Because  its  principles  are  plainly  pubhshed 
to  the  world,  and  so  far  from  seeking  concealment,  all  that  we 
ask  from  our  opponents  is  an  examination  ?  And  why  are  those 
who  practice  Homoeopathy,  styled  quacks  and  classed  with  nos- 
trum venders  and  such  like,  ^f  there  are  any,  who  profess 
to  practice  Homoeopathy,  and  at  the  same  time  vend  nostrums, 
or  pretend  to  profess  any  infallible  remedy,  for  any  particular 
disease,  under  whatever  form  it  may  appear,  I  heartily  com- 
mend them  to  your  severest  rebukes,  or  rather  bespeak  for 
them  that  silent  contempt  which  they  most  dread.  ^I'h'y  are 
no  j^art  of  Ilomceopathy,  andhccve  no  fellow sJiijy  witli  its  adhe- 
rents. 1 1  Is  it  because  thoy  are  ignorant  ?  In  addition  to  the 
learning  of  the  Allopathic  School,  in  which  most  of  oar  practi- 
tioners are  well  versed,  no  one  can  practice  Homoeopathy  with 
success,  without  ])cing  familiar  Avith  the  writings  of  Hahnemann 
and  his  discij)les,  no  one  is  received  as  a  Homoeopath  who  has 
not  first  "  passed  a  regular  course  of  medical  studies,  according 
to  the  requirements  of  the  existing  Medical  Institutions  of  our 
country,"  (Constitution  of  the  American  Institute  of  Homoeo- 
pathy, New  York,  1S4(3.)  ^Ve  have  been  invested,  by  Allo- 
pathic judges,  with  all  the  privileges,  immunities  or  rights, 
1^ 
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which,  either  here  or  elsewhere,  are  granted  to  those  who  have 
attained  the  rank  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and  let  it  be  shown 
that  we  have  proved  ourselves  unworthy  of  the  honors  and 
rights  conferred  upon  us,  ere  v^c  are  thus  degraded,  lest 
the  opprobium,  Avhich  our  opponents  endeavor  to  cast  upon  us, 
should  fall  back  upon  them. 

Is  it  said  that  we  are  Schismatics — that  we  have  left  the  bo- 
som of  Holy  Mother  Church  in  Medicine?  A  capital  offence 
truly  !  What  reproach  is  too  great  to  be  heaped  upon  the 
head  of  men,  who  will  not  be  bled,  puked,  and  purged  as  their 
sires,  and  grandsires  were  before  them  ;  who  are  not  satisfied 
to  die  secundum  artem,  nor  are  content  to  administer  to  others, 
death  with  scientific  hands  !  Nor  is  this  clamor  to  be  wondered 
at.  In  aU  past  ages  the  Regulars  in  Church  and  State,  have 
considered  themselves  right  and  all  others  wrong,  and  so  earnest 
have  they  been  for  the  temporal  and  spiritual  well  being  of 
those  who  were  opposed  to  them,  that  no  labor  was  spared  to 
bring  them  back  to  the  true  fiiitii.  Nor  has  this  zeal  for  Ortho- 
doxy, been  confined  to  Church  akid  State.  History  tells  us, 
that  nearly  all  the  improvements  in  Medical  Science,  have  been 
, discredited  at  first,  and  their  originators  vilified  and  abused. — 
Each  succeeding  generation  of  Regulars,  has  erected  monu- 
wments,  to  those  whom  their  fathers  vilified,  then  joined  heart 
and  hand,  to  traduce  any  one  who  in  their  own  day  should  start 
any  thing  new.  , 

But  suppose  for  a  moment  thpot  we  would  return  from  o\ir  so- 
called  evil  course  and  again  be  recognized  as  men  of  skill  and 
science,  of  honesty  and  uprightness.  To  what  shall  we  return  ? 
What  is  the  Regular  Orthodox  Scientific  System — the  only 
system  which  a  man  can  practice  and  be  an  honest  man  ?  Who 
has  written  it  ?  Where  is  it  to  be  found  ?  In  what  one  point 
do  these  self-styled  men  of  science  agree  but  to  vilify  and  tra- 
duce all  who,  thinking  for  themselves,  have  broken'  loose  from 
the  absurd  dogmata  of  the  schools  ?  For  instance;  renouncing 
the  use  of  Homoeopathy  in    Scarlet  Fever.     Whose  doctrine 
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shall  we  follow  ?     "  Scarlet  Fever,"  says  Armstrong,  "is  a  dis-  i 
ease  which  has  been  most  successfully  treated  in  modern  times. 
Formerly  it  w^as  very  fatal,  and  I  am  confident  that   the   mor-  ; 
tahty  arose  from  bad  treatment."     His  treatment  was  to  bleed,  i 
give  calomel,  purge,   and   apply   the    warm    bath.     But   this  j 
course  of  treatment,n^ie  considers,  such  an   improvement  upon 
previous  practice,  Currie  designates,  as   fatal   practice,   while  \ 
Maunsell  thhiks  that  "those  who  read  his    (Armstrong's)    Es- 
say carefully,  will  easily  perceive  that  he  was  not  free  himself,  i 
from  misgivings  as  to  his  practice."     Pr.  Graves  says,*   speak-  *J    /   J\ 
ing  of  the  epidemic  in  1834-5,  "-^^iehraa^wses-,  that   had   the*v  • 
cases  which  proved  fatal  in  1801-2,  been  treated  by   copious  j 
depletion  in  their  very  commencement,  the  fatal  debiHty  would      / 
never  have  set  in,  for  ayc  all  regarded  this  debility  as  a  mere  ; 
consequence  of  previous  excessive  reaction."     The  experience  ; 
derived  from  the  present  epidemic  has  completely  refuted   this 
reasoning,  and  has   proved,  that,  in   spite   of  our  boasted  im-  i 
provements,  we  have  not  been  more  successful  in  1834-5,  than  | 
our  predecessors  in  1801-2."  ■ 

Dr.  Bell,  (op.  cit.)  after  giving  his  plan  of  treatment  makes  \ 
the  following  comments  : 

"  I  thought,  and  I  may  be  pardoned,  perhaps,  for   my   pre- 
sumption, that  I   had   the    power  of   combating    Scarlatina, 

wherever  and  whenever  I  met  it,  if  I  saw  it  in   time,  and   the  \ 

little  patient  was  not  broken  down  by  former   disease.     But  I  \ 
had  yet  to  discover  the  other,  and  darker  sides  of  tbe  picture, 

and  to  see  my  patients  die  notwithstanding  all  the  resources  of  \ 

art,  and  worse  again,  after  death  I  sometimes  could  not  find  a  j 

trace  of    organic   lesion,  notwithstanding  the  violence  of  the  | 

symptoms  during  life."  j 

Now  w^e  ask  in  view  of  the  above,  and  these  conflicting  views  ' 

might  be  increased  ad  infinitum — we  ask  which  of  these  meth-  , 

ods  of  practice  aa*  Allopathic-Science,  consistent  with  honesty?  ; 

^  i 

*  Stokes  &  Bell's  Theory  and  Practice,  Vol.  2,  page  715.  ' 


s 


Is  it  the  praotice  before  Armstrong's  time — or  Arm3t,ix)ng's  o,r 
Bell's  ?  Or  must  it  be  a  harmonj  of  them  all !  What  shadow  of 
reason  is  there  in  calling  men  hard  names  for  not  conforming  to 
a  system  which  is  full  of  such  doubts  and  contradictions,  a -sys- 
tem which  is  no  system.     Let  us  have  a  bona  fide  system   of 
Allopathy  written  out  by  some  master  hfmd,  and  let  us  see  all 
these  learned  men  subscribe  to  it — let  us  see  them    agreeing 
with  one  another,  with  at  least  some  show   of  harmony  before 
we  are  cast  out  for  non-conformity  to  this  shadow  of  a  shade. 
\      ^  ,      Permit  me  now,  to  present  you  some  evidence  that  Homoeo- 
•^^  •^  <  pathy  is  worthy,  .(^f^-examination.     I  say  ^'some  evidence,"  for 
^■■*^^^-*-it  is  not  my  intention  to  adduce  all    the   testimony   in  its  fa- 
***^\*'*^Vor,  that  can  be  adduced.     This  would  lead  me   to   a  demon- 
stration of  the  truth  of  Homoeopathy,  whereas  I  only  desire  to 
induce  you  to   examine   the  subject  for    yourselves,    confident 
that  in    such  an    examination,  Homoeopathy    will   assert  its 
own  claims — assured  that  it  need  no  advocate,  with  those  who 
investigate  it  impartially. 

And  in  the  first  place,  I  regard  it  as  a  stroiig,  presumptive 
evidence  in  favor  of  Homoeopathy,  that  more  than  a  thousand 
practitioners  of  Medicine,  vv^ho  have  practiced  Allopathy  from 
5  to  30  years,  after  a  fair  examination  of  Homaiopathj ,  have 
embraced  it,  renouncing  their  former  practice,  while  on  the 
contrary,  no  one  has  ever  been  known  to  renounce  Homoeopa. 
thy  in  favor  of  Allopathy. 

This  presumption  is  moreover  strengthened,  by  the  fact, 
that  these  men,  as  a  class,  are  men  of  sound  and  extensive 
learning  and  of  undoubted  honesty.*     This  is    abundantly   ap- 

*_It  has  been  customary  to  doubt  the  honesty  of  Homoepathists,  and  they  are 
indiscriminately  held  up  by  their  opponents  as  liars,  knaves  and  impostors, — 
Indeed,  were  they  half  as  l)ad,  as  they  are  re]:)resentedto  be,  they  would  Ije  as 
nauseous  to  society,  as  are  Allopathic  drugs  to  the  unfortunate  wights  subjected 
to  them,  and  would  long  ago  have  been  cast  out.  The  belief  that  Homoeopa- 
thists  are  knaves,  is  not  based  upon  facts,  but  is  arrived  at  by  a  course  of  rea- 
soning. It  is  a  course  of  reasoning,  which  I  can  find.:^ecommended  by  no 
writer  on  logic — doubtless  it  is  a  recent  improvement.  It 'is  as  follows  .  '-what 
you  say  is  absurd — therefore  it  is  false — therefore  you  ar^4i  knave,  an  impos- 
tor, a  quack. — L.  E.  J).     Corollary  therpfore  every  one  who  trusts  you  is  a  fool. 
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parent  from  their  writings,  and  let  those  who  deny  either, 
look  to  their  own  honesty,  and  see  that  they  are  of  the  most 
approved  sort,  before  they  attempt  to  compare  them  with  their 
opponents,  lest  they  should  suffer  in  the  comparison. 

Another  point  which  should  be  considered  in  this  connection 
is,  the  character  of  those  Avho  patronize  Homoeopathy.  They 
are  not  the  ignorant,  the  uninstructed,  the  credulous,  but  men 
and  women  of '^e  most  extensive  information  and  sound  ster- 
ling sense.  The  clergy  to  a  great  extent  are  converts  to  the 
new  system ;  this  cannot  be  denied,  and  the  imputation  upon 
them,  by  which  it  is  accounted  for,  is  little  to  the  credit  of  its 
orio'inators  or  retailers. 

It  is  furthermore  no  small  presumption  in  favor  of  Homoeopathy 
that  its  opponents,  instead  of  arguments,  use  jokes ^  which  are 
bandied  about  from  mouth  to  mouth,  till  their  point  (if  they 
ever  had  any,)  has  been  quite  worn  off,  or  deceitful  misre]jre- 
sentations,  or  vile  slanders,  in  disregard  of  all  honor,  laws  of 
good  breeding,  and  professional  courtesy.  The  mighty  passion 
into  which  these  philosophers  work  themselves,  when  Homoeo- 
paty  is  favorably  mentioned,  does  not  betake  strength  of  argu- 
ment on  their  side.  Deep  waters  are  not  easily  perturbed. — 
Reason  is  still  more  imperturbable.  Men  never  hurl  dii-t  and 
filth  at  their  adversaries,  when  they  can  find  any  thing  more  ef- 
fectual. 

No  less  worthy  of  remark  is  the  antiquity  of  Homoeopathy, 
It  has  been  sneered  at  for  its  youthfulness,  but  its  principles 
have  been  wrought  into  a  regular  system  and  carried  into  oper- 
ation longer  than  those  of  any  other  system   now   extant.* — : 

*  Allopathy  arrogates  to  itself  a  growth  of  two  thousand  years.  Were  it 
true  that  it  had  existed  half  that  time  it  would  only  add  to  its  disgrace,  for  what 
has  it  accomplished  1  In  what  respect  is  the  practice  of  medicine  of  the  Old 
School,  better  tlian  it  was  a  thousand  years  ago  except  so  far  as  it  has  of  late, 
appropriated  improvements,  introduced  by  Homoeopathy,  (see  remarks  on  Scar- 
let Fever, 'page  7,  also  from  Baundelocque  page  14.)  In  other  branches  of 
Medical  Science,  splendid  improvements  have  been  made,  while  there  is  no 
reason  to  think  that  tlie  Practice  of  Medicine,  is  any  saft^r  than  it  was  centu- 
ries ago.  A  most  convincing  proof  that  it  is  too  unsoinid  t9  admit  of  improve- 
ment. 
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Bronssai's  System  has  been  promulged,  had  its  brief  day  and 
followed  its  predecessors  into  neglecl  since  Homoeopathy  was 
announced,  while  the  system  of  the  sage  of  Meissen,  is  every 
day  more  widely  received. 

But  Allopatliy  presents  forcible  reasons  why  Homoeopathy 
should  be  examined.  In  the  first  place  because  Allopathy,  as 
far  as  it  is  any  fixed  and  constant  entity,  is  one  in  which  no 
one  trusts,  who  knows  any  thing  about  it.  AJgfcercombie  says, 
in  his  work  on  the  Intellectual  Powers.  (Harper's  ed.  p.  293.) 

There  has  been  much  difference  of  opinion  among  philoso- 
phers, in  regard  to  the  place  which  medicine  is  entitled  to  hold, 
among  the  physical  sciences;  for  w^hile  one  has  maintained,  that 
it  "rests  upon  an  eternal  basis,  and  has  within  it  the  power  of 
rising  to  perfection,"  it  has  been  distinctly  asserted  by  anoth- 
er that,  "almost  the  only  resource  of  medicine  is  the  art  of 
conjecturing,"  "The  following  apologue"  says  D'Alembert, 
"made  by  a  physician,  a  man  of  wit  and  of  philosophy,  repre- 
sents very  well  the  state  of  the  science.  He  first  tries  to 
make  peace  ;  when  he  cannot  accomplish  this,  he  lifts  his  club 
and  strikes  at  random  ;  if  he  studies  the  disease,  he  kills  the 
disease  ;  if  he  studies  nature,  he  kills  nature,"  "An  eminent 
physician"  says  the  same  writer,  renouncing  a  practice  which 
he  had  exercised  for   thirty   years,   said,  "I   am   wearied   of- 


ffuessino'." 


But  the  laity  are  no  less  distrustful  than  the  p'ofessioii — ■ 
They  begin  to  wonder,  why  they  cannot  regain  their  health 
and  strength  wdien  attacked  by  disease,  without  such  a  loss  of 
time,  and  such  inroads  upon  the  constitution — they  begin  to 
think  that  the  nearest  road  to  health,  does  not  lie  by  Death's 
door,  nor  are  they  any  better  pleased  with  a  journey  in  that  di- 
rection, because  it  is  performed  under  the  guidance  of  men 
of  professed  science  and  according  to  the  most  appi^oved  au- 
thorities. This  distrust  of  the  laity  is  acknowledged  by  many 
of  the  profession^.v^  It  is  apparent  enough  Avhen  we  consider 
how  prodigiously  patent  medicines  have  increased   of  late   and 
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liow  eagerly  men  make  use  of  any  thing  rather  than  a  practice 
which  has  so  often  been  tried  and  found  wanting. 

But  furthermore,  this  distrust  of  Allopathic  practice  both  a- 
mong  profession  and  laity,  is  not  a  mere  whim,  a  fancy,  a  mo- 
mentary prejudice.  The  causes  for  it  are  laid  deep,  in  the 
very  nature  of  Allopathy.  Conjecture  and  vain  speculations 
have  presided  over  its  origin  and  its  developments.  This  will 
readily  be  seen  when  we  consider  how  it  aims  tj  arrive  at  the 
knowledge  of  diseases,  and  of  the  means  to  combat  them. 

As  for  disease,  how  is  it  studied  by  the  adherents  of  the  Old 
School  ?  *  Their  investigations  of  disease  being  investigation  of 
the  essence,  rather  than  the  phenomena,  cannot  but  lead  them 
astray.  Life,  whether  in  health  or  sickness,  is  something  im- 
material— whose  essence  can  never  be  known  by  finite^  minds, 
and  of  which  we  can  know  absolutely  nothing,  except  by  its 
phenomena.  When,  therefore  in  studying  disease  we  begin 
our  search  in  inquiries  as  regards  its  essence,  we  are  lost  at 
once  in  a  labjTinth,  which  no  friendly  hand  has  furnished  with 
a  thread,  to  guide  our  bewildered  feet,  and  the  hypothe^  and 
vain  sp^ulations,  which  are  the  consequence  of  this  search,can- 
not  but  have  an  evil  eflect  upon  our  practice. 

But  the  cause  of  disease,  is  often  as  much  beyond  our  reach 
as  its  essence,  and  here  the  Allopathic  School  is  again  at  fault. 
Tolle  Causam.  Remove  the  cause,  is  their  motto.  But  if  we 
cannot  discover  the  cause,  what  is  to  be  removed  then  ?  The 
temptation  to  imagine,  a  cause,  is  too  great  to  be  resisted,  and 
the  history  of  medicine  shows,  that  physicians,  when  they  could 
not  find  a  certain  cause,  have  referred  the  phenomena  of  the 
disease  to  a  supposed  cause,  and  this  fiction  of  their  imagination, 
this  man  of  straw,  they  have  too  vigorously  attacked,  too  often 
at  the  cost  of  life. 

But  granting,  that  in  all  cases  we  could  detect   and   demon- 
strate the  cause  of  every  morbid  symptom,  and   could  remove 
it,  would  a  cure  then  follow  ?     Not  necessarily.     TheJ  'cause   of         ^^ 
a  disease  may  be  removed  and  yet  the  effects  still   remain,  and         ^ 
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extending  themselves  through  the  sy s tern ^  produce  chronic  dis- 
orders and  finally  death.  To  give  a  familiar  illustration, — A 
child  takes  into  its  stomach  food,  improper,  either  as  regards 
quantity  or  quality.  Vomiting  and  purging  are  among  the 
most  common  consequents,  and  the  offending  substance  is  re- 
moved; but  is  health  therefore  invariably  re-established  ?  not  at 
all.  The  irritation  of  the  stomach  and  bovrels  once  set  up,  in- 
volves other  organs — derangement  of  the  liver  ensues,  the  bi- 
liary secretion  may  be  either  increased  or  suppressed.  "When 
the  true  source  of  the  malady  is  overlooked,  and  the  improper 
diet  persevered  in,  under  the  idea  that  the  derangement  of  the 
stomach  and  bowels  arises  from  teething,  or  some  peculiarity  in 
the  constitution  of  the  child,  (as  is  commonly  thought,)  a  con- 
firmed state  of  indigestion  is  established,  and  the  child  rapidly 
emaciates  ;  the  skin  grows  harsh  and  dry,  the  belly  becomes 
tumid  and  constant  diarrhoea  or  vomiting  is  established.  (Evan- 
son  &  Maunsell  on  Children  p  141.)  What  then  shall  be 
thought  of  a  course  of  treatment  whose  main  principle  is  "Re- 
\*  move\he  cause,"  when  the  cause  cannot  always  be  found,  and 
^   when  it  is  found  and  removed,  the  effect  still  continues  ?>., 

But  in  their  investigations  of  disease  the  Old  School  mistake 
effect  for  cause.  The  vitiated  secretion  of  various  parts  of  the 
body  they  remove  with  all  speed  and  then  expect  an  immediate 
cure.  We  say  the  disease  lies  back  of  this  vitiation.  They 
search  in  the  dead  body  also  for  the  disease.  Suppose  a  pa- 
tient to  die  of  some  disease,  not  clearly  made  out  during  life, 
they  examine  the  heart,  and  find  the  valves  ossified — here 
they  say  is  the  disease  which  terminated  this  man's  life — but 
we  say  it  is  not  the  disease — it  is  the  effect  of  the  disease^  one 
of  its  symptoms.  Now,  when  we  consider  that  their  treatment 
is  based  upon  such  fallacies,  what  matter  of  surprise  is  it  that 
their  practice  should  be  attended  with  little  satisfaction  to  them- 
selves, or  little  safety  to  their  patients.  There  are  not  wanting 
AUopathjJ  writers,  who  acknowledge  either  directly  or  by  im- 
plication that  this  searching  in  the  dead  body  has  not  been   at- 
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tended  witli  the  happy  results   which  were   expected.     Bande- 

ioque  in  his  Treaties  on  Puerperal  P (Redford  Trans.) 

after  statmg  p.  25.  what  w^ere  the  previous  views  of  the  pa. 
thology  of  the  disease,  says  : 

''We  now"  ask  whether  the   disease   is    less    fatal  ?     Has  it 
fewer  victims  ?     Unfortunately  no.     If  science  has  at  this  day 
approximated  nearer  to  the  truth,  if  the  progress  it  has  made 
be  due  to  the  numerous  diCifeygifeflft'iftaii,  which  have  been  practised, 
let  us  not  hesitate  to  sa^y,  that  the  deduction  drawn   from   'poB.t 
mortem  examinations  have  contributed  in  no  small  degree  to  er- 
rors in  th'l>*tiJ^lftoent  of  disease.     It  is  thus  that   the   abuse  of  ^'^■^J^J^*^ 
what  is  good  leads  to  evil  ;   Corrwpti^iio^ii'^i  p^pmm*.     What  AcA/ji,^^ 
Denman  wrote  upon  this  Jy^€eii^a^M95,  is  true    at  the   pres-    / 
ent  day  ;  "We  must  admit,"  says  he,  "that   this   sort  of  re-  ; 

search  (the  openmg  of  dead  bodies)  has  not  been  productive 
of  the  practical  advantages,  which  we  had  a  right  to  promise 
ourselves,  from  the  care  and  assiduity  with  wliich  it  has  been 
prosecuted." — (Introduction  to  Practice   of  Midwifery,  12,  p.  \ 

536.*  i 

But  if  the  Theory  of  Disease,  as  held  by  Allopath jL  and  Ul-W^  : 
their  mode  of  investigation,  are  erroneous,  and  the  cause  of  /  , 
endless  error  and  uncertainties  in  practice,   their  Theories   of  j 

remedial  agents  are  quite    as  faulty — their  manner   of  investi-  • 

gating  and  determining  their  effects,  quite  as  likely  to  lead  into  ' 

error.     Let  us  consider  what  are  the  sources  of  the  Allopathic  ■ 

Materia  Medica.  ! 

The  first  great  source  of  all  is  accident^  or  as  some   style  it,  i 

chance.     This  is  apparent  to  those  familiar  with  the   history  of  | 

Materia  Medica.     Periera   speaking  of  the  use  of  Nux  Yonii-         "        j 
ca  in  Paralysis,  says  :    (vol.  2.  p.  356.)  ] 

1 

*  Sec  also  ifS'remarlcs  of  Dr.  Bell,  quoted  on  page  V,   where  he  says   that  { 

sometimes  after  death  "he  could  not  find  a  trace  of  organic  lesion,  notwithstand-  i 

ing  the  violence  of  the  symptoms  duiing  life."     How  can  rules  of  practice,  de-  • 

duced  from  the  appearances  seen  after  death  he  certain,  when  it  so  frequently  •    ] 

happens,  that  the  most  violent  symptoms  during  life,  are  folloAved  by  no  change  ] 

in  the  system  i^jfjjuiijWiiiiiii  nfter  death.  ' 

2 


a^i^Cuttfi^^^^ 


"Of  all  the  diseases,  for  which  Nux  Vomica  has  been  em- 
ployed, in  none  has  it  been  so  successful  as  in  paralysis,  and  it 
is  deserving  of  notice^  that  this  is  one  of  the  feiv  remedies 
whose  discovery  is  not  the  effect  of  mere  chance^  since  Eouquier 
was  led  to  its  use,  by  legitimate  deduction,  from  observation  of 
its  philosophical  effects. 

Again — the  effects   of  medicines  are   determined  by   their 
^^^  .xjKchemical  qualities,  but  how  g^a;^.,^^^.de.pend  upon   this  method, 
^  when  we  reflect  that  many  substances  which  are  widely   dissim- 
ilar in  their  effects  are  extremely  alike  in  their   chemical  consti- 
t#C£<l|-tution  ?     How  absurd  too,  to  expect  that  the  ^ig^gs?^  of  the 
^^jA>'  iaboratory»5Heaia,.be  b^^^^^i^  in  the  human  system  where  the  vi- 
;5-  tal  force  rules  supreme.  '''>-4j^-C#W^5E»#C* 

Again,  the  virtues  of  remedies  are  sought  for,  by  administer- 
ing them  in  disease.  Under  the  most  favorable  circumstance, 
nothing  could  be  discovered  definitely  of  the  virtues  of  reme- 
dies by  this  method — for  no  mortal  could  determine  with  pre- 
cision, which  symptoms  were  the  effects  of  the  drug,  and  which 
the  effect  of  the  disease,  or  whether  they  were  not  (in  part  or 
\^>W  wholl;^  the  resultant  of  the  combined  forces,  both  of  the  dis- 
\  ease  and  the  drug.  But  how  much  more  uncertain  are  the  re- 
sults when  the  drug  is  given  with  half  a  dozen  others,  more  or 
less,  of  which  little  or  nothing;  is  known,  and  the  uncertainty  is 
still  increased  by  giving  the  drugs  in  such  large  doses,  that  in- 
stead of  producing  their  specific  effects  they  excite  the  systeiTi 
to  throw  them  off. 

Thug  I  have  endeavored  to  show  that  Homoeopathy  is  worthy 
of  examination,  in  itself  considered,  and,  that  the  sad  uncer- 
tainties of  Allopathy,  make  it  the  duty  of  every  medical  man, 
to  examine  iiny  and  every  system  which  offers  any  hope  of  es- 
cape ik!om  the  darkness  in  which  physicians  have  groped  for 
ages.  Perhaps  I  may  be  allowed  to  hope  that  a^  effort  will 
not  be  entirely  unsuccessful.  Should  any  of  you  address 
yourselves  seriously  to  the  task  of  examining  Homceopathy, 
you  Yvill  doubtless  be  startled  at  the  Qutset,^i,];),;^hearing  of  the 
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infimtisimal  doses.  Pei-liaps  these  small  doses  more  than  anything  ^> 
else  jDertaining  to  Homoeopathy,  have  been  the  butt  of  ridicule, 
but  unluckily  for  the  opposers  of  our  system,  neither  harsh 
terms  nor  dull  jokes  disprove  their  efficacy,  and  they  still  con- 
tinue to  be  given  and  taken  by  those  whose  discernment  pre- 
cludes the  possibility  of  being  deceived,  while  their  integrity 
as  equally  precludes  the  possibility  of  being  deceivers.  For  a 
thoroughly  scientific  view  of  the  subject  of  Infinitisimal  Doses, 
allow  me  to  refer  you  to  the  Discourse  of  Prof.  Joslin,  of  New 
York,  which  was  read  before  the  Homoeopathic  Society  of  New 
York,  and  subsequently  pubhshed  in  the  American  Journal  of 
Homoeopathy.  The  Discourse  needs  no  commendatory  intro- 
duction to  your  careful  perusal,  it  bespeaks  the  author  to  be — 
as  those  who  have  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance  know  him 
to  be — a  man  of  profound  learning,  and  accurate  habits  of  invest-  \  i 
tigation.  But  before  presenting  you  witn  the  Discourse  of  the  \ 
Professor,  I  would  venture  a  few  remarks  upon  the  common 
sense  view  which  is  generally  taken  of  the  subject.  But  what 
is  this  common  sense  which  sits  enthroned  in  the  minds  of  many 
— forestalling  all  research  and  experimentation  ?  What,  but  a  *> 
superficial  view  based  upon  previous  (real  or  supposed)  facts  ? 
What,  but  a  judgment  that  is  mostly  formed  at  first  blush  ? — 
Taking  ^'a  commom  sense  view"  of  a  matter,  would  be  truly  a 
royal  road  to  knowledge,  if  it  were  not  for  the  fact,  that  al- 
though it  leads  to  a  conclusion  ihat  is  in  the  generality  of  cases 
utterly  hsbsL  To  refer  to  the  case  of  the  King  of  Siain,  who 
was  told  by  a  Dutch  Traveler  that  the  water  in  the  country 
whence  he  came,  was  often  hard  enough  to  bear  up  an  elephant 
The  king  '^ took  a  common  sense  view  of  the  matter  and  3 
pronounced  it  absurd.  It  was  contrary  to  all  his  former  expe- 
rience and  observation,  therefore  he  rejected  it,  and  his  reason- 
ing would  have  been  perfectly  correct,  had  his  experience  and 
observation  embraced  all  facts  actual  and  possible,  and  it  was 
just  so  far  faulty  as  his  experience  and  observation  were  in- 
complete.    It  is  thus  Avith  those  who  reject  InfinitisSn 


\' 
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•s3  Teil  one  of  these  learned  men  that  a  portion  of  the  dec-illionth 
"^  dikitioix  of  Belladonna  will  produce — sleep  for  instance — and 
he  "vyill  answer — how  absurd — it  is  as  if  you  should  put  a  grain 
of  Belladonna  into  the  Straits  at  Mackinaw,  and  take  out  a  spoon- 
ful at  Chicago,  I  never  can  believe  such  stuff.  It  is  contrary  to 
all  my  experience.  Why  I  have  given  it  in  grain  doses  with- 
out any  such  effect.  How  absurd  then  to  suppose,  that  such  a 
minute  portion  could  produce  any  ?  Thus  by  a  most  common 
place  illustration — false  in  every  particular,  is  it  supposed  that 
the  deductions  of  Hahnemann  from  infinite  toilsome  experiments 
must  be  upset.  To  those  who  are  content  to  be  governed  by 
such  a  mentor,  as  this  falsely  styled  "common  sense,"  I  have 
nothing  to  say.  To  those  who  should  be  miserable  enough  to 
fall  Into  their  clutches,  I  tender  my  sincere  sympathy. 

To  show  that  Infiniti'simal  Doses  are  efficacious  we  appeal  to 
experience,  but  this  appeal  has  been  denied  us.  And  why? — 
Our  opponents  say  "you  appeal  to  experience  in  vain,  for  it  is 
perfectly  evident  that  such  little  doses  have  no  effect  upon 
the  organism  because  they  cannot."     Such  reasoning   as   this 

•»     would  ibe  cfiildisJi^  were  the  matter  a  trivial  one — it  is  criminal 
when  the  lives  of  our  fellow  men  are  involved  in  the  dispute. 
The  adherents  of  the  large  doses   point  to  experience,  to   show 
the  effects  of  their  drugs,  and  so  do  we,  to  prove  the   effects  of 
.   ours,  and  no  man  can  show  why. we  do  not  do  it  with  as  much 
^    %,    right  and  reason  as  they — nay  with  a  much  better  show  of  rea- 
i>-'kii\  son — for  as  we  have  already  shown  their  experimenjts,.'are  con- 
ducted amid  so  much  obscurity  and  attended  with  such  infinite 
uncertainties  that  they  deserve  no  reliance. 
£y         It  is  said  that  matter  cannot  be  divided  so  infiniksimally  as 
/        we  pretend  to  divide  it,  or  if  it  is,  it  can  have  no  effect,  but  the 
operations  of  nature  tell  of  a  minuteness   of  division  equal  to 
that  of  our  Homoeopathic  doses,  while  the  effect  of  these  min- 
ute particles  upon  others  equally  minute,  cannot  be  denied.— 
This  may  be  clearly  shownby  a  few  illustrations. 

\4      The  air  %  which  we  breathe,  how  does  it  have  an  effect  upon 


the  blo'od  ?     By  the  contact  of  pounds  of  bluod  with  pounds  of     •  \\- 
air?  not  at  all.     The  air  is  &^t  divid^  and  subdivided  in  the         /v^, 
l*aiK-tufe.es.^  till  these  i^^l^il  become  so  small,  that  the  scalpel  of  < 


the  anatomist  cannot  ^||^ait  them,  and  then  when  thej  coi 
the  last  subdivision,  the  particles  of  air  have  to  pass  through  a 
delicate  memj^me  in  which  no  apertures  have,  as  jet,  been  de- '_  iv   k 
tected.^  (Miell'^s  Physiology,  p.   250  Balj's  Kaur.)     Each    '^"^ -V^ ' 

of  these  particles  of  atmospheric  air  contains  a  portion  of  oxy-       ^  ■ 

gen — another  of  nitrogen — another  of  carbonic   acid  gas  and  ] 

another  still  of  watery  vapor.     How  minute  then  must  these  j 

separate  portions  be  when  their  aggregate  bulk  can  pass  through  | 

an  aperture  invisibly  small.  Sometimes  in  addition  to  the  above,  i 
these  particles  of  air  are  loaded  with  some  death  bearing  iitoji-  'ffHUS^JC 
1(1^1^  which  has  to  be   divided  and  subdivided  with   the  rest. 

Naw  this  strikes  me  as  being  quite  as  comical,  (if  httleness  must  j 

needs  be  comical,)  as  the  smallest  Homoeopatliic  doses,   and  I  , 

cannot  but  marvel  that  our  opponents  who  laugh  so  much  at  our  | 

doses,  do  not  laugh  themselves  to  death,  when  they  think  with  ; 

what  infinitely — what  infinitisimally  minufce  portions  of  air  their  ] 

blood  is  vivified — their  lives  sustained — or  if  they  take  a  more  > 
serious  view  of  the  matter,  I  wonder  they  do  not  refuse  to 
breathe  since  every  particle  of  air  has  to  be  divided  so  minutely 

before  it  can  be  of  any  avail  to  them.  ; 

But  we  may  be  told  that  air  is  so  subtle  a  fluid  that  it  easily  ; 

admits  of  such  minuteness  of  division,  whereas  druo^s  cannot  be  i 

j 

thus  subdivided.  Dutrotchel  must  have  thought  differently,  i 
when  he  "found  that  if  a  portion  of  the  intestine  of  a  fowl,  '  j 
filled  with  a  watery  solution  of  acacia  gTim  and  rhabarbarhaif,  My 

and  tied  close,  is  laid  in  a  vessel  containing  water,  the  intestine  ' 
becomes  distended,  while  the  rhabarbarim  ^1^^  from  it."  (Mul-  ^*ULt#      j 

ieis'   Phy.,  p   251.)     Here  the  rhabarbarii^  becomes  exces-  '*v/  j 

sively  divided  since  it  passes  thrugh  invisible  apertures.     But  \ 

lest  the  division  should  be  granted,  while  it  is  denied  that  such  ' 

a  minutely  divided  substance  can  produce  any  effect,  let  us  con-  i 

sider  another  experiment  by  the  same  individual.     "Similar  ; 
2* 
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Jj       sacks,"    says   lie, /^-ef erring  to  the  above  mentioned^  filled 
n(         with  a  weak  solution  of  sulphate^'  iron  and  laid  in  a  solution  of 
Wk^ferro-cjanate  of  potaslrdistended  in  JpijsQ^uence  of  theenclos-^ 
^im^Jk^Qsio  of  the  water  of  the  external  s^Ji^^on,  which  at  the  same 
time  acquired  a  blue  color  from  the  salt  of  iron  having  passed 
through  the  membrane  in  an  outward  direction,^^ile  the  ab- 
sence of  this  colour  in  the  fluid  in  the  interior^oSons  of  gut, 
proved  that  the  salt  of  potash  had  not  permeated  them.     Here 
the  salt  of  iron  was   not   only   minutely   subdivided  but  still 
had  efficiency  enough  left,  to  form  a  blue  color  with  the  salt  of 
potash.     With  these  facts  before  him,  were  there  no  other — how 
can  any  man  deny  that  drugs  can  be  divided  infinitely  or  dare 
kV^^^^  afem  that  having  been  thus  divided,  they  have  no  efficiency  ? 

if,  in  wl^at  I  have  written,  there  is  anything  which  see^i^? 
be  dictated  by  a  spirit  of  animosity  against  those  who  reject 
Homooepathy,  no  one  regrets  it  more  than  myself.     Those  who 
are  truly  striving  to  advance  the  healing  art,  I  respect  and  es- 
teem, whatever  their  peculiar  views  may  be.     There  are  such, 
doubtless,  among  our  opponents :  there   may  be  such  among 
those  who  vilify  Homoeopathy.     I  regret  to  see  men  capable  of 
better  things  toiling  on  in  uncertain  paths  with  little  comfort  to 
themselves  or  safety  to  their  patients.     So  deeply  do  I  regret  it, 
that  I  can  find  no  place  for  animosity  against  thcDi,  assured  that 
were  they  better  acquainted  with  that  which  they  traduce,  they  ' 
would  be  amongst  its  foremost  supporters.     While  those  who 
deride  and  traduce  Homoeopathy  from  mercenary  views — they 
are  of  too  low  an  order  of  beings  to  excite  the  ire  of  any  man. 
^>^  *.It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  medical,  as  well  as  other  con- 
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troversies,  are  not  carried  on  with  less  personal  feeling  and  more 
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,5^>4Y<tsound  reason — with  Jess  abuse  and  more  argument.     The  dust 

\^.  which  combatants«too  often  raise  in  their  angry  disputes  serve 

■'•    to  obscure  not  only  their  own  view  but  that  of  others  interested, 

and  after  the  combat  has  ceased,  and  the  clouds  have  dispersed, 

it  is  but  too  often  proved  that  each  party  has  injured  himself 

more  than  his  adversary.     In  conclusion,  then.  Gentlemen,  al- 
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low  me  to  request  of  you  one  favor  and  that  is — if  you  continue 
to  be  ranked  among  the  rejecters  of  Homeoepathy  and  feel 
bound  to  disprove  it,  disprove  it  by  experiments  and  by  reason, 
ing  diawn  therefrom,  since  the  experience  of  the  last  half  cen- 
tury may  suffice  to  warn  you  that  it  is  impregnable  against  such 
weapons  as  jests  and  odious  epithets.  Wishing  you  an  honora_ 
ble  and  successful  professional  career  which  shall  leave  you  noth_ 
ing.  to  regret  while  it  offers  to  others,  many  things  '^^y^  to  ad. 
mire  and  emulate.  I  remain. 

Very  respectfully, 

G.  E.  S. 
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Tm  x^mi::)  'i:m  kb^  c^  is^ 

OF    THE    POWER    OF 

Small  IDo0£0  anb  ^ttrauateb  illtbicines, 

INCLL'DING    A 

THEORY    OF    POTENTIZATION. 

BY  :^F.  JOSLIN,  M.  D.,  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Ge^s'TLEMEN, 

Who,  after  due  study  of  the  writings  of  Hahnemann  and  a 
strict  trial  of  his  method  of  j^ractice,  has  ever  come  to  the  con- 
ckision  Ihat  Hahnemann  was  an  impostor  or  a  visionary  ^  and  Ho- 
moeopathy a  cheat  or  a  delusion  ?  If  any  honest  physician,  after 
a  careful  trial,  ever  rejected  the  Homoeopathic  practice,  he  niust 
possess  a  feeble  intellect.  As  the  sceptical  portion  of  the  medical 
profession  have  not  made  this  examination,  their  prejudices  are 
entitled  to  some  respect.  How  shall  they  be  prevailed  on  to  un- 
dertake the  requisite  reading,  and  those  experiments  which  are 
still  more  essential.  Many  feel  themselves  fortified  in  their  pres- 
ent position  by  the  testimony  of  antiquity,  or  the  countenance  of 
their  fellow  practitioners.  Were  I  addressing  sucli,  I  would  com- 
mence with  the  following 

Fable  of  the  Ass  and  the  Steamboat. — An  ass,  heavily  laden 
with  a  sack  of  letters  directed  to  a  distant  town  on  the  river,  was 
met  on  his  way  by  a  fox,  who  apprized  him,  that  ease  and  expi- 
dition  would  both  be  promoted,  by  transferring  his  burden  to  a 
steamer  which  had  just  then  stopped  at  the  shore. 

"  This  is  unreasonable,  friend  Reynard,"  replied  the  patient 
beast ;  "for  my  method  of  transporting  the  mail  has  been  in  opera- 
tion three  thousand  years,  yours  only  fifty.  It  is  impossible  that 
the  combined  wisdom  of  so  many  generations  should  not  exceed 
that  of  one." 

"  Your  reasoning,"  replied  the  fox,  "  can  have  no  weight,  unless 
there  had  been  a  race  or  races  between  steamboats  and  asses  du- 
ring the  said  three  thousand  years,  and  it  had  been  decided  that  the 
ass  always  gained  the  race  and  was  less  fatigued.     Now  this  trial 
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of  speed  aiid  strength  must  have  been  impossible  before  steamboats 
were  invented." 

Whilst  the  mail-carrier  of  the  old  line  was  staggering  under  the 
weight  of  this  argument  and  that  of  his  letters,  another  ass  overtook 
him,  and  having  overheard  the  conversation,  was  enabled  to  bring 
timely  aid  to  the  confounded  disputant. 

"  Master  Keynard,"  quoth  he,  "  you  are  not  of  an  age  and  size 
rightly  to  decide  such  matters.  Your  facts  and  arguments  may  be 
unans"\verable ;  but  they  should  have  no  weight  with  any  respecta- 
ble ass.  No  respectable  or  learned  ass  should  ever  adopt  the  new 
method,  until  some  other  ass,  still  more  respectable  and  more  learn- 
ed, shall  have  previously  adopted  it." 

"  It  puzzles  my  brain,"  replied  the  fox,  "  to  apply  this  rule  to 
any  useful  purpose.  I  pity  your  hapless  condition.  The  practices 
of  the  respectable  and  learned  asses  could  never  be  reformed,  if 
each  must  wait  till  some  ass  more  learned  and  respectable  than 
himself  should  have  set  the  example." 

Moral — The  idol  of  one  man  is  antiquity;  that  of  another  is  re- 
spectability. The  former  reject  whatever  w^as  not  in  ages  before 
him ;  the  latter,  whatever  is  not  in  the  circle  above  him.  The  man 
who  prefers  caste  to  truth,  and  spurns  useful  discoveries  not  sanc- 
tioned by  the  head  or  the  tail  of  some  academy  or  fashionable 
clique,  can  only  be  j^itied.  But  the  man  who  venerates  the  shade 
of  antiquity,  and  in  matters  even  of  science  and  art,  is  awed  into 
ultra-conservatism  by  long  established  opinion  and  usage,  is  enti- 
tled to  some  instruction..  He  does  not  consider,  that  the  non-adop- 
tion of  uiidiscovered  facts  and  unheard  opinions  is  not  equivalent 
to  their  rejection.  There  are  many  facts,  and  inferences  from  them 
which  former  ages  neither  adopted  nor  rejected ;  and  simply  be- 
cause they  never  so  much  a,s  dreamed,  either  of  the  possibility  of 
the  facts  or  of  the  conclusions  to  which  their  future  discovery 
would  naturally  lead  every  unprejudiced  mind. 

Example. — Homoeopathy  is  fifty  years  old.  The  physicians  of 
former  ages  never  rejected  the  Homoeopathic  materia  medica,  for  it 
was  not  known  ;  and  as  the  Physicians  who  preceded  Hahnemann 
knew  but  few  of  the  symptoms  which  medicines  excite  in  healthy 
persons,  they  had  no  means  of  determining  whether  medicines  al- 
ways relieve  symptoms  similar  to  those  which  they  produce  :  they 
never  tried  this  as  a  general  law  of  cure.  They  never  made  any 
Homoeopathic  attenuations,  and  consequently  never  dreamed  of 
instituting  any  comparison  between  their  efficacy  and  that  of  crude 
drugs.  Homoeopathy  was  never  rejected  before  the  time  of  Hahn- 
emann. 

Before  stating,  in  favour  of  this  system,  any  speculative  views, 
I  will  acknowledge  that  my  own  conversion  was  not  effected  by 
them,  but  by  the  following  experiments.     I  took  the  third  attenu- 
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ation  of  a  medicine,  and  avoiding  the  stud}''  of  its  alledged  syrap- 
tons  as  recorded  in  books,  I  made  a  record  of  all  the  new  symp- 
toms which  I  experienced.  When  this  record  was  completed,  I 
examined  a  printed  list  of  symptons,  and  was  surprised  to  find  a 
remarkable  coincidence  between  them  and  those  which  I  had  ex- 
perienced. I  at  first  thought  it  probably  an  accidental  coincidence. 
I  repeated  the  medicine,  and  again  found  a  coincidence  equally 
striking.  Another  medicine  was  then  tried,  with  similar  precau- 
tions and  similar  results.  There  was  a  new  set  of  symptoms,  very 
different  from  the  former,  but  generally  corresponding  with  the 
printed  symptons  of  the  medicine  hist  taken.  Thus  the  evidence 
accumulated,  from  week  to  week,  until  I  became  thoroughly  con- 
vinced that  such  a  number  of  coincidences  could  not,  on  the  theory 
of  probabilities,  be  accidental.  There  were  thousands  of  chances 
to  one  against  such  a  supposition.  I  hnew  that  the  attenuated  me- 
dicines were  efficient,  and  the  Homoeopathic  materia  medica,  so 
far  as  I  had  tested  it,  substantially  true. 

The  above  mode  of  commencing  and  continuing  the  investiga- 
tion, is  that  which  I  would  recommend  to  ail  inquirers.  The  in^ 
credibility  of  the  power  of  the  small  doses  and  the  attenuations, 
had  been  my  greatest  stumbling  block.  This  being  removed  by 
actual  and  direct  experiment,  I  felt  confidence  in  Hahnemann,  and 
felt  justified  in  making  therapeutic  experiments,  to  test  his  o-rand 
law  of  healing.  The  result  was  equally  satisfactory,  and  gave  me 
a  firm  confidence — which  every  year's  practice  has  tended  to 
f^trengthen — in  the  exact  truth  and  inestimable  value  of  the  Homoe- 
opathic law,  and  the  superiority  of  the  Homoeopathic  method  over 
every  other  system  and  combination  of  systems. 

My  apology  for  designing  to  give  a  discourse  mainly  theoreti- 
cal, is  that  the  direct  examination  of  Homoeopathy  is  prevented 
by  speculative  objections.  If  Homoeopathy  were  assailed  onlj 
by  facts,  it  has  a  magazine  of  facts  sufficient  for  repelhng  the  as- 
sault. To  many  minds,  the  facts  of  the  new  school  seem  incred- 
ible, because  unsupported — as  they  think — by  analogous  facts, 
and  inexplicable  on  any  known  principles.  Even  to  the  most  ob-p 
servant  men.  these  difficulties  beset  the  very  threshold  of  Homoe- 
opathic inquiry,  and  deter  them  from  entering.'  Could  such  men 
be  prevailed  on  to  enter,  their  conversion  would  be  secure.  Not 
so  with  all.  Some  would  be  haunted  with  speculative  difficulties 
ill  spite  of  the  testimony  of  their  senses.  A  disproportionate  ac- 
tivity of  comparison  would  require  analogies,  and  excssive  casual- 
ty would  never  be  satisfied  without  scientific  principles.  Each 
case  of  medical  sceptism  requires  its  appropriate  curative  ;  wliich 
must  have  some  specific  relation  to  the  dominant  faculties.  Tho 
man  who  believes  nothing  but  what  he  sees,  will  never  be  cured  by 
ihinHiif^ ;  and  the  man  who  believes  but  what  lie  spins  out  of  hj^ 


24 

own  brain,  "as  spiders  spin  cobwebs  out  of  their  bowels,"  will  nev- 
er be  cured  by  observation.  Reasoning  corrects  reasoning.  We 
must  cure^  sceptical  minds  as  we  do  diseased  bodies — Homceopathi- 
callj  ;  an(}Nbe  all  things  to  all  men,  in  the  hope  of  gaining  some  to 
the  cause  of  truth. 

The  three  grand  theoretical  problems  of  Homoeopathy,  are : 
First,  Why  are  diseases  cured  by  similar  irritants  ?  Secondly, 
Why  by  minute  or  infinitesimal  doses  ?  Thirdly,  Why  best  by 
medicine  in  an  attenuated  state  ?  Or  in  other  words.  On  what 
principle  are  medicines  potentized  !  Of  the  first  problem,  I  shall 
not  now  attempt  to  give  the  solution.  It  never  presented  any  seri- 
ous difficulty  to  my  own  mind,  nor  is  it  the  principal  stumbling 
block  to  persons  in  general.  I  shall  not  stop  to  enquire,  whether 
the  known  fact,  that  diseases  are  curable  by  agents  which  excite 
similar  aifections,  is  to  be  explained  on  the  principle  that  two  sim- 
ilar diseases  cannot  coexist,  or  on  the  principle  that  an  impression 
on  the  vital  forces  excites  them  to  reaction,  or  on  the  principle 
that  the  secondary  effect  of  a  medicine  is  the  opposite  of  the  pri- 
mary; nor  shall  I  attempt  to  consider,  whether  some  of  those  prin- 
ciples may  not  in  some  sense  be  compatible. 

One  thing  is  evident ;  that  is,  that  two  vital  actions  in  every  res- 
pect similar,  must  involve  the  same  parts,  even  to  microscopic  pre- 
cision— the  same  tissues,  the  same  fibres,  the  same  particles.  To 
employ  a  similar  irritant  is  to  meet  the  disease  directly,  in  its  very 
home,  and  either  coincide  with  or  oppose  it,  so  far  as  the  ultimate 
and  practical  effect  is  concerned.  If  the  similarity  is  perfect, 
there  can  be  no  new  action  set  up  foreign  to  the  disease.  As  a, 
strict  homoeopathic  practice,  then,  does  not  tend  to  excite  lateral 
movements,  it  must,  as  its  ultimate  effect,  bring  the  system  to  a 
point  either  backward  or  forward  of  that  to  which  the  disease 
w^ould  have  hurried  it,  but  to  a  point — so  to  speak — on  the  same 
track.  In  other  words,  it  must  stay  the  disease  or  accellerate  it, 
make  it  better  or  worse.  This  condition  of  action  enables  us  and 
all  men  to  compare  the  homoeopathic  results  with  unaided  nature, 
as  well  as  with  the  antipathic  part  of  the  old  school  pratice. — 
When  the  question  is  one  of  quality,  there  is  less  uncertainty  than 
when  the  question  of  quality  is  complicated  with  it.  If  homoeo- 
pathic physicians  generally  made  the  disease  w^orse,  it  would  be  a 
matter  of  notoriety.  But  if  their  agents  have  any  efficiency,  they 
must  make  it  either  worse  or  better.  Let  this  general  defence 
against  the  antipathists  suffice,  until  they  detect  a  decided  and  per- 
manent aggravation — a  making  of  the  disease  really  worse — as 
the  usual  ultimate  effect  of  homoeopathic  treatment.  This  we 
challenge  them  to  detect. 

Instead  of  confining  ourselves  to  the  defensive;  it  would  be  ea- 
sy to  maintain  higher  ground,  and  challenge  a  comparison  between 
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res Zf^/t'^  obtained  by  opposites,  and  those  by  similars.  Cold  water 
trantiently  allays  the  irritation  of  a  burn,  but  leaves  it  permanent- 
ly irritable.  Cathartics  move  the  bowels,  but  leave  them  after- 
wards incapable  of  moving  themselves.  A  plausible  common 
sense  tells  the  physicking  physician,  that  he  is  removing  costive- 
ness  ;  reason  and  experience  should  teach  him  that  he  is  only  ste- 
reotyping it.  To  relieve  pain  and  nervous  irritation,  the  commu- 
nity are  perpetually  drugged  with  opiates  and  other  narcotics,  which 
increase  the  sleeplessness  and  nervousness,  and  even  the  cough 
und  pain,  unless  the  drug  is  continually  repeated.  This  last  is  the 
usual  expedient.  The  blow  has  not  weakened  the  disease  :  if  it 
has  not  fatally  stunned  nature,  she  may  eventually  effect  a  cure. 

If  a  patient  would  know  the  real  effect  which  a  medicine  has 
produced,  let  him  suspend  its  use.  If  the  symptoms  disappear 
whenever  the  medicine  is  taken,  and  reappear  whenever  it  is  omit- 
ted, the  medicme  is  doing  absolutely  nothing  towards  a  cure.  Ho- 
moeopathy can  safely  appeal  to  the  test;  for  she  uses  no  mere  pal- 
liatives. A  single  homceopathic  dose  will — after  a  slight  retro- 
gade  impulse — move  the  patient  forward  on  the  track  of  amend* 
ment,  for  hours,  days,  or  weeks,  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
disease  and  bring  him  to  a  permanently  advanced  position,  from 
which  other  doses  will  carry  him  forward  to  perfect  and  permanent 
health. 

But  whilst  Homoeopathy  never  sacrifices  the  future  to  the  pres- 
ent, she,  on  the  other  hand,  never  sacrifices  the  present  to  the  fu 
ture ;  she  arrests  the  most  violent  and  rapid  diseases,  more  forci 
bly  and  speedily  than  any  other  system. 

To  show  the  advantage  of  giving  a  medicine,  which,  at  the  first 
instant,  coincides  with  the  disease,  instead  of  one  which  at  the  first 
instant  opposes  it,  I  have  deemed  it  sufficient  to  appeal  to  the  re- 
sults, and  to  give  a  plain  rule  for  testing  the  two  modes  of  treat- 
ment at  every  stage. 

In  regard  to  another  branch  of  the  old  school  practice,  the  re- 
vulsive or  allopathic — which  excites  sufferings  dissimilar  to  the 
disease — Homoeopathy  can  appeal  no  less  triumphantly  to  final  re- 
sults, in  the  most  rapid  and  violent  diseases,  as  well  as  in  chronic 
ones. 

But  the  comparison  of  intermediate  results,  at  different  stages, 
is  attended  with  more  difficulty,  and  is  more  likely  to  mislead  the 
superficial  observer,  than  in  the  case  of  the  antipatliic  treatment. 
Here  comes  in  the  question  of  quality  of  disease,  as  well  as  quan- 
tity. The  elements  of  the  problem  are  heterogeneous,  and  often 
concealed.  The  disease,  if  apparently  cured,  is  displaced  by  one 
or  more  dissimilar  diseases,  some  acute,  some  chronic.  An  emetic 
cures  a  headache,  and  at  the  same  time  leaves  a  chronic  inflamma- 
tion of  the  stomach.     A   cathartic   removes    the   contents   of  the 
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bowels — which  in  ninety-nine  cases  in  a  hundred  were  doing  no 
injury — while  the  cathartic  leaves  a  chronic  inflamation  of  the  mu- 
cous lining  and  a  paralytic  weakness  of  the  muscular  coat  of  the 
intestines.  These  practices  account  for  the  general  prevalence  of 
dispepsia.  The  multitudinous  arms  of  this  polypus  are  not  more 
nourished  by  nostrums  than  by  prescriptions  called  scientific. 

With  these  lateral  impulses  of  the  revulsive  method,  which 
throw  the  disease  on  some  other  track — and  often  on  aifferent 
tracks,  some  of  them  concealed  in  dark  tunnels — the  patient,  if  a 
man  of  intelligence  and  reflection,  will  often  be  led  to  doubt  wheth- 
er his  apparent  amendment  is  really  of  any  advantage.  An  intel- 
ligent layman  yesterday  expressed  to  me  his  conviction,  that  "  pa- 
tients often  find  it  as  hard  to  get  rid  of  the  medicine  as  of  the 
disease."  When  the  new  form  of  disease  is  chronic  and  latent, 
the  patient  often  submits,  without  complaint,  to  its  future  eruptions 
as  a  new  dispensation  of  Providence. 

Homoeopathy  cures  a  disease  without  inflicting  new  ones,  acute 
or  chronic.  But  because  the  patient  feels  no  explosion  of  the  dis- 
ease, no  laceration  of  other  parts  by  its  fragments,  he  often  doubts 
whether  the  medicine  has  acted.  If  the  evil  spirit  has  not  torn 
him,  he  doubts  whether  it  has  been  forcibly  expelled. 

The  immediate  morbid  effects  of  a  drug,  people  regard  as  the 
proper  working  of  the  medicine,  and  common  sense — which  is  of- 
ten another  name  for  shallow  reasoning — teaches  them  that  the 
more  a  medicine  works,  the  more  it  will  do.  They  say,  "Doctor, 
your  medicine  has  not  operated." 

Experience  has  led  people  to  expect  some  morbid  effects  from 
medicines.  Morbid  effects  are  regarded  as  the  tests  of  energy, 
without  considering  whether  these  have  any  curative  tendency. 

If  a  man  rides  on  a  rough  road,  in  a  carriage  without  springs, 
he  is  very  sensible  of  the  motion,  though  his  progress  be  only  six 
miles  an  hour.  Yet  the  jars  contribute  nothing  to  his  progress.—- 
They  are  wasting  the  force  destined  to  progression.  On  a  smooth 
railroad,  the  passenger,  seated  in  a  closed  car,  gliding  at  the  rate 
of  twenty  miles  an  hour,  is  scarcely  sensible  of  any  progress. — 
To  the  great  movements  of  the  globe  we  inhabit,  we  are  utterly 
insensible.  Whirled  around  by  the  diurnal  motion,  a  thousand 
miles  an  hour,  or  several  hundreds,  according  to  our  latitude,  and 
shooting  along  the  earth's  orbit  seventy  thousand  miles  an  houV,  we 
suffer  no  jars,  we  feel  no  progress.  The  vulgar  eye  perceives  none; 
sncient philosophy  perceived  none. 

Up  to  the  time  of  Hahnemann,  medical  philosophy  was  equally 
blind  to  the  curative  effects  of  medicines.  Its  attention  was  di- 
rected solely  to  the  jarring,  the  lateral  movements.  If  the  drug 
purged,  or  sweat  or  vomited,  or  excited  some  other  secretion  or  ex- 
cretion, then,  and  then  only,  it  operated.     The   real,   the  specific 
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virtues,  were  overlooked.  Rational  medicine  despised  specifics, 
as  the  excrescence  of"  science.  "With  Hahnemann  they  constitute 
the  whole  structure.  With  him  originated  the  first  general  law 
for  the  administration  of  specifics.  This  is  Homoeopathy.  "With 
his  predecessors,  every  drug  was  pressed  into  the  service  of  some 
evacuating  group,  or  it  was  nobody  and  nothing.  Even  the  arch- 
agent,  mercury,  was  not  permitted  to  enroll  itself,  without  consent- 
ing to  head  a  squad  of  silalogogues,  i.  e.  spitting  drugs.  Yet  this 
colatteral  eftect  is  not  curative.  K  mercury  salivates  in  curing,  it 
does  not  cure  hy  salivating.  If  it  purges  in  curing,  it  does  not  cure 
by  purging;  neither  does  rhubarb  nor  jalap  nor  any  other  cathar^r 
tic,  under  ordmary  circumstances.  We  might  as  well  estimate  the 
power  of  a  steam  engine  by  the  jarrmg  of  the  boat,  or  that  of  a 
fire-engine  by  the  leakage  from  a  hose,  as  that  of  a  medicine  by 
the  evaluations.  Every  motion  is  not  progression  ;  every  action 
is  not  proper  action. 

What  a  destruction  of  vital  power,  what  a  waste  of  medicinal 
energy,  by  such  medical  engineering  !  No  wonder  they  are  una- 
ble to  make  small  doses  operate.  I  shall  proceed  to  show  v/hy  the 
followers  of  Hahnemann  can  make  small  doses  operate.  This  ex- 
j)osition  will  include  the  doctrine  of  potentization. 

There  are  four  reasons  why  Hahnemann's  small  doses  operate. 
First,  They  act  directly  on  the  disordered  parts.  Secondly,  They 
act  in  the  7nght  direction.  Thirdly,  Disease  renders  the  parts  pe- 
cidiarly  sensitive  to  the  appropriate  medicine.  Fourthly,  The 
power  of  the  medicine  is  exalted  by  a  'peculiar  mode  of  prepara^ 
tion. 

First ;  The  Homoeopathic  medicine  acts  di7-ectly  on  the  part 
wliich  requires  to  be  influenced,  and  not  on  other  parts.  It  acts 
near  at  hand,  and  not  at  a  distance.  This  circumstance  is  always 
favourable  to  strength  of  action,  and  gives  small  and  near  things 
more  energy  than  great  and  remote  ones.  The  moon  has  only  the 
one  twenty-eight  millionth  part  as  much  matter  as  the  sun,  yet  it 
has  three  times  as  much  power  to  raise  the  tides  of  our  ocean. — r 
The  cohesion  of  one  clean  bullet  pressed  against  another,  wdll  sus-^ 
pend  it  in  spite  of  the  attraction  of  the  whole  earth.  The  one  is 
in  contact  with  the  thiui>-  acted  on,  the  other  is  at  a  distance. — > 
This  is  precisely  the  relation  which  the  Homoeopathic  medicine 
su^ains  to  the  revulsive.  Revulsive  operations  are  indirect  and 
often  superficial.  The  machinery  of  the  human  body  is  vastly 
more  complicated  than  any  watch  or  chronometer,  and  those  parts 
in  which  the  most  of  the  vital  processes  are  carried  on,  are  incon- 
ceivably more  minute  and  delicate  than  the  machinery  of  time 
kee];)er.  To  make  applications  to  the  skin  for  an  internal  disease, 
is  not  direct  treatment.  You  would  not  repair  the  wheels  of  a 
watch  by  scouriri^i;  the  case.     ]>iit  says  one,  I  go  deeper  and  to  th« 


real  inside.  I  purify  the  Intestines.  Very  well  !  Tliat  is  like- 
souring  the  brass  cap  that  covers  tlie  machinery.  It  is  still  a  very 
indirect  and  superficial  expedient.  The  steam-boiler  affords  an  il- 
lustration of  the  difference  between  external  and  internal  opera- 
tions. Some  boilers  are  j)ervaded  by  flues.  These  are  mere  con- 
tinuations of  the  outer  surface,  as  the  mucous  serface  of  the  intes- 
tines is  not  a  purification  of  the  system  ;  as  the  venders  of  quack 
cathartics  persuade  many  of  the  community.  It  is  time  for  the 
regular  physicians  to  discountenance  such  charlatanry. 

The  medical  electricians  think  they  reach  the  real  interior,  and 
apply  the  force  at  the  right  point.  It  must  be  conceded,  that  they 
use  a  force  which  is  pervading,  and  analagous  to,  if  not  identical 
with,  the  vital  forces.  But  the  application  of  it  is  necessarily  gross- 
and  ignorant.  They  expect  to  drive  a  steam  engine  by  direct- 
ing a  current  of  steam  indiscriminately  through  all  parts  of  the 
machinery.  Infinitely  more  preposterous  ?  They  expect  that  a 
combination  of  engines  Avith  an  infinite  number  of  pistons,  in  an 
infinite  variety  of  positions — some  moving  too  sloAvly,  others  too 
fast — will  have  its  movements  harmoniously  regulated,  by  a  great 
current  of  steam  which  shall  sweep  through  the  whole  in  one  di- 
rection. I  would  warn  the  Homoeopathic  physician  against  list- 
ening to  the  delusive  pretensions  of  medical  electricity  as  now  ig- 
PiOrantly  practiced,  or  invoking  it  as  an  auxiliary.  This  warning 
may  be  the  mare  necessary,  as  he  is  more  a  vitalist  than  a  materi- 
rialist,  and  attributes  great  importance  to  imponderable  agents. — 
If  animal  electricity  is  intimately  concerned  in  morbid  actions,  it 
mest  be  in  a  way  so  complicated,  that  all  such  projects  for  its  regu- 
lations are  crude  and  futile. 

Homoeopathic  medicines  are  the  only  true  regulators  of  animal 
electricity  and  of  the  human  organism.  The  Homoeopathic  phy- 
sician is  the  true  engineer  of  this  complicated  machinery.  Its 
minutest  and  most  important  parts  are  invisible  to  him,  and  equal- 
ly so  to  every  other  anatomist  and  pathologist,  the  most  learned 
and  the  most  conceited.  Not  one  of  them,  in  his  minutest  dissec- 
tions, has  ever  seen  the  real  inside  of  nature,  the  real  machinery, 
the  elementary  parts,  much  less  the  all  important — the  elementary 
— vital  actions.  Both  are  meta-microscopic.  I  would  not  found 
systems  of  vital  engineering,  upon  such  superficial  examinations, 
nor  expect  perfe<;t  success  in  any  attempts  to  repair  parts  so  incon- 
ceivably delicate  with  instruments  as  coarse  as  crude  drugs.  The 
Homoeopathic  physician  can  regulate  the  invisible  machinery  of 
this  engine.  His  tools  are  delicate  and  appropriate,  and  he  has. 
learned  the  law  which  regulates  their  application  to  invisible  parts. 
The  infinitely  wise  and  benevolent  Contriver  has  furnished  the  en- 
gine with  indices — called  symptoms — which  point  to  the  particular 
manipulations  required  for  its  regulation.     To  complete   the  man- 
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if'estation  of  his  goodness  in  regard  to  this,  he  has,  in  the  course  of 
his  Providence,  and  through  the  teachings  of  Halinemann,  instruct- 
ed mankind  in  the  use  of  these  indices.  To  attempt  a  cure  on  the- 
oretical principles,  regardless  of  the  paramount  authority  of  these 
indications,  is  as  unwise  as  to  seek  the  hour  of  the  day  by  attempt- 
ing to  determine  by  algebra  the  position  of  the  wheels  of  a  clock, 
instead  of  listening  to  its  striking  or  looking  at  his  hands.  The 
remedy,  selected  in  accordance  with  the  unerring  index,  acts  upon 
the  very  parts  which  require  to  be  influenced.  This  contiguity, 
or  proximity  of  the  agent,  would  of  itself  render  a  small  dose 
sufficient  and  a  large  dose  unsafe. 

Had  it  been  customary  with  the  older  surgeons  to  extract  splin- 
ters from  the  fingers  by  pounding  them  with  a  hammer,  smd  some 
one  had  ultimately  hit  upon  the  expedient  of  doing  it  with  a  nee- 
dle, should  we  not  have  heard  a  great  outcry  against  the  innova- 
tion? Says  the  old  orthodox  surgeon,  "This  small-dose  sys- 
tem has  no  efficiency.  I  have  been  pounding  here  for  two  hours  ; 
and  the  splinter  has  barely  started.  My  instrument  is  efficient,  as 
you  have  evidence  in  the  bruises.  Do  you  think  to  dislodge  the 
sDlinter  with  your  insignificient  homoeopathic  needle  point  ?  It  is 
contrary  to  the  experience  of  three  thousand  years  ;  it  is  contrary 
to  all  analogy.  I  would  as  soon  think  of  harnassing  a  musquetoe 
before  my  gig.  I  have  deliberately  adopted  this  maxim.  To  be- 
lieve nothing  which  is  incredible,  except  on  evidence  which  is 
overwhelming."  The  surgeon  of  the  new  school  replies,  "Your 
instrument  is  ponderous  and  powerful,  but  not  efficacious.  Its 
force  is  worse  than  wasted  on  the  living  and  distant  parts.  You 
might  pound  the  patient  to  a  jelly,  before  the  splinter  would  come 
out.  If  you  happen  now  and  then  to  hit  it,  you  are  just  as  likely 
to  drive  it  in.  My  instrument  is  small  but  effective.  The  whole 
secret  consists  in  applying  the  i'orce  at  the  right  point,  and  in  the 
right  direction." 

Allopathia  applies  her  force  at  the  wrong  point ;  Antipathia,  in 
the  wrong  direction,  Homoeopathia  applies  hers  at  the  right  point 
and  in  the  right  direction.  This  right  direction  is  the  second  rea- 
son why  a  small  dose  suffices  For  the  proof  that  the  Homoeopath- 
ic direction  is  the  right  one,  I  rely  mainly  upon  the  testimony  of 
experience.  When  treating  of  the  opposite  laws  of  cure,  I  have 
shown  that  when  we  at  first  move  the  system  a  little,  in  nearly  in 
the  same  direction,  the  ultimate  results  are  incomparably  better 
than  when  we  attempt  instantly  to  reverse  its  motion. 

There  is  no  absurdity  in  this.  Analogies  are  in  its  favor.  Me- 
dicine is  the  small  (juidiny  force  ;  nature  the  stx'ong  impelling  pow- 
er. Nature  might  impel  to  destruction,  if  medicine  were  not  at 
the  helm.  The  ship's  course  is  not  reyersed  by  stopping  the  wind, 
or  opposing  it,  but  by  using  it.     ^I'he  pilot  does  not  attempt  to  hach 
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his  ship  against  the  wind,  but  turns  her  about  by  moving  a  i'ew 
moments,  nearly  in  the  same  direction.  Suppose  it  were  necessa- 
ry to  bring  back  into  port,  a  ship  sailing  directly  away  from  it  be- 
fore a  strong  breeze.  What  would  be  thought  of  the  captain,  who 
should  keep  the  sails  and  the  helm  in  their  old  position,  and  direct 
all  hands  to  apply  oars,  and  with  their  feeble  might,  paddle  the 
ship  back  against  the  wind,  stern  foremost  ?  I  should  infer,  first, 
that  he  had  been  educeted  in  the  antipathic  school ;  and  secondly, 
that  he  had  never  read,  that  "ships,  though  great,  and  driven  by 
fierce  winds,  are  yet  turned  about  by  a  very  small  helm." 

Thirdly,  The  efficacy  of  a  small  dose — and  the  danger  of  a  large 
one — is  increased  by  the  peculiarly  sensative  condition  of  disorder- 
ed parts.  Suffering  with  a  morbid  action  similar  to  that  produci- 
ble by  the  medicine,  they  possess  a  preternaturally  acute  sensibili- 
ty to  its  influence. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  illustrate  and  confirm  this  principle  by  ex- 
amples. They  are  obvious  and  numberless.  The  scalded  hand  is 
pained  by  a  distant  fire,  the  inflamed  skin  by  slight  percussion,  and 
the  inflamed  eye  by  light.  The  agents,  v/hich  now  wdth  feeble  in- 
tensity, can  severely  aggravate  the  irritation,  could,  if  applied  with 
greater  intensity,  have  originated  the  inflammation  in  the  healthy 
parts.  But  the  force  which  can  barely  aggravate  the  existing  irri- 
tation, could  not  have  irritated  the  parts  when  in  their  normal  con- 
dition. That  kind  of  irritant  which,  in  the  locality  in  which  it  acts 
and  in  the  phenomena  which  it  developes,  resembles  the  cause  of 
any  disease,  is  found  by  experience  to  be  its  proper  curative.  The 
excitement  which  this,  given  in  small  doses,  produces,  is  soon  fol- 
lowed by  melioration  of  the  disease,  and  ultimately  by  permanent 
cure.  The  remedies  administered  on  such  a  principle  should  be 
exceedingly  small,  and  the  action  of  such  a  dose,  given  under  such 
circumstances,  is  not  incredible. 

We  sometimes  hear  of  men — in  sound  health — going  into  the 
chamber  of  a  patient,  and  swallowing  a  tumhlerful  of  a  solution 
which  a  Homoeopathic  phj^sician  had  left  to  be  administered  in 
teaspoonful  doses.  This  is  a  common  sense — that  is  to  say — ^a 
shallow — argument  against  HomcEopathy,  by  very  green  philoso- 
phers. Suppose  such  a  man  should  visit  a  patient  whose  eyes 
were  inflamed,  and  exceedingly  intolerant  of  light.  He  finds  him 
in  a  dark  chamber  which  has  sixty-four  panes  of  glass  ;  but  the 
patient  declares,  that  it  irritates  his  eyes  to  uncover  a  single  one 
of  them.  The  visitor  declai'es  this  to  be  incredible  and  absurd  ; 
and  proves  to  his  own  satisfaction  the  truth  of  his  own  position,  by 
raising  every  curtain,  and  finding  that  his  own  eyes  are  not  injured 
by  the  light.  If  the  weak-minded  and  uninstructed  should  be 
gathered  into  a  school  of  elementary  science,  the  man  who  swal- 
lowed the  sixty-four  teaspoonfuls,  should  be  placed  in  the  same  class 
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with  the  man  who  uncovered  the  sixty  four  pane.?.  I  Inow  not  his 
residence,  hut  hope  he  will  make  it  known  before  such  a  charitable 
institution  is  established. 

The  fourth  reason  why  Hahnemann's  small  doses  are  efficacious 
is,  that  the  power  of  the  medicine  is  developed  or  exalted  by  a 
peculiar  mode  of  'preparation. 

The  three  grand  doctrines  of  liomosopathy  are  ;  First,  the  law, 
Similia  simillihus  curanter — Medicines  relieve  affections  similar 
to  those  which  they  are  capable  of  producing ;  Secondly,  The  doc- 
trine of  dose — Small  doses  are  most  safe  and  efficacious  ;  Tliirdly, 
the  doctrine  of  potence — Medicines  are  peculiarly  powerful  after 
being  subjected  to  friction  or  succussion  with  a  suitable  quantity  of 
some  inert  substance.  These  doctrines  have  naturally  groivn  out 
of  each  other  in  the  above  order.  The  primary  action  of  the  medi- 
cine coincides  with  the  disease,  and  aggravates  it.  Hahnemann, 
observing  these  aggravations  to  be  severe,  protracted  and  danger- 
ous, gradually  reduced  the  dose  to  a  safe  point.  The  determina- 
tion of  this  was  purely  a  matter  of  experience.  I^ew  experiments 
were  essential,  experiments  in  the  use  of  medicines  coinciding  with 
diseases.  Allopathic  and  Antipathic  experience,  with  medicines 
acting  on  sound  organs  to  produce  revulsion,  or  on  diseased  organs 
in  direct  opposition  to  the  disease,  could  never  determine  the  ap- 
propriate Homeoepathic  dose.  From  a  revolution  in  the  thera- 
peutic law,  emanated  a  revolution  in  doses.  From  this  revolution 
in  posology,  emanated  the  grand  discovery  of  potentization  or  dy- 
namization.  By  the  doctrine  of  potence  as  discovered  by  Hahne- 
man,  I  mean  no  physical  theory,  but  a  generalization  of  practical 
facts  in  relation  to  the  reality  of  the  increased  power  manifested 
by  medicine  after  having  been  subjected  to  Hahnemann's  processes. 
After  stating  the  facts,  1  shall  attempt  to  give  a  theory. 

When  the  one-hundredth  part  of  a  grain  of  an  insoluble  sub- 
stance was  to  be  administered,  the  most  convenient  method  was,  to 
mix  one  grain  of  it  intimately  with  ninety-nine  grains  of  an  inert 
substance,  like  saccliarum  lactis,  and  subsequently  divide  tlie  mass 
into  one  hundred  parts.  Water,  or  alcohol — which  in  minute 
quantities  is  almost  equally  destitute  of  medicinai  properties — 
served  a  similar  purpose  in  reducing  the  dose  of  liquids  and  solu- 
ble substances.  The  diffusion  of  one  drop  of  medicine  through 
ninety-nine  of  alchohol  afforded  a  ready  and  exact  method  of  ad- 
ministering the  one-lmndredth  part  of  the  former. 

But  it  was  soon  discovered  that  no  rule  of  »three,  no  simple  doc- 
trine of  proportion,  embraced  the  true  tlieory  of  doses-  The  one- 
liandredtli  part  of  a  grain  thus  prepared,  instead  of  retaining  only  the 
one-hundredth  part  of  the  power  of  the  original  grain — had  a  pa- 
thogenic or  symptom-producing-  power,  not  many  times  more  or  less 
than  the  whole  grain,  and  a  disease-curing  power  greater  even  than 
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the  whole  grain.  I  state  the  law  thus  indefinitely,  because  the  ra- 
tios differ  for  different  medicines ;  and,  from  the  nature  of  the 
subject,  cannot  be  determined  with  great  precision  for  any. 

Fortunately  for  liamanity,  there  is  one  power  of  a  drug  which 
may  be  more  nearly  approximated  by  the  doctrine  of  proportion, 
by  the  rule  of  three  ;  and  that  is  the  poisonous,  the  death  jyrodu- 
cing   power. 

Much  of  the  scepticism  that  prevails  among  physicians  in  regard 
to  the  efficacy  of  small  doses,  arises  from  confounding  the  totally 
different  laws  which  regulate  curative  and  poisonous  effects.  If, 
as  has  been  usual  in  the  old  practice,  in  many  cases  of  severe  dis- 
ease— remedies  were  administered  in  doses  which  approached  the 
extreme  limits  of  safety,  then  to  double  such  a  dose  might  make 
the  danger  from  its  operation  at  least  two-fold.  Conversely,  to 
reduce  a  poisonous  dose  by  one  half,  might  remove  at  least  one  half 
of  the  danger  ;  but  it  by  no  means  follows,  that  another  bisection 
would  abstract  one  half  of  the  salutary  effi.ciency.  In  the  case  of 
specific  medicines — and  this  is  the  only  class  which  Homeoepathy 
recognizes — the  curative  power  diminishes  much  less  rapidly  than 
the  dose,  even  in  case  of  crude  substances.  Of  this  every  old 
school  physician  is  aware,  in  regard  to  the  alternate  action  of  mer- 

That  power  is  nearly  proportional  to  quantity,  is  a  proposition 
whicli  might  be  entertained  by  the  chemist  or  natural  philosopher, 
by  the  mere  physician — the  man  engaged  in  considering  physical 
and  chemical  properties  or  the  mutual  actions  of  inorganic  malter 
— but  not  by  the  physicitm,  the  man  conversant  with  medical  prop- 
erties, with  actions  on  living  bodies.  In  the  mechanical  and  chemi- 
cal arts,  one  pound  or  one  grain  of  any  substance  has  only  the  one- 
hundredth  part  of  the  effect  of  one  hundred.  The  doctrine  of 
the  proportionality  of  power  to  quantity  seems  on  a  partial  view 
to  be  confirmed  by  an  experience  almost  universal.  Hence  the 
Hahnemannic  tUscovery  of  the  amazing  efficacy  of  infinitesimal 
doses,  has  to  contend  witli  a  general  and  deep  rooted  prejudice,  es- 
pecially among  those  whose  studies  have  been  confined  to  the  prop- 
erties of  dead  matter.  The  immense  power  of  infinitesimal  doses 
is  almost  equally  incredible  to  the  physician,  unless  he  has  tried 
his  medicines  in  the  potentized  form. 

The  preparation  of  minute  doses  led  to  attenuations — that  is, 
preparations  containing  little  medicine  in  a  given  bulk.  The  first 
solution  or  trituration  prepared  by  the  process  above  described  was 
called  the  first  attenuation.  The  second  was  prepared  from  the 
first,  as  the  first  was  from  the  crude  ctrticle.  The  original  purpose 
for  which  the  trituration  and  shaking  w^ere  employed,  was  to  dif- 
fusion. On  trying  these  preparations  as  medicines,  Hahnemann 
unexpectedly  discovered  that  they  were  peculiarly  powerful.    Hence 
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they  were  called  i:>c)tences  or  dynamizations.  Independently,  of 
all  speculative  reasoning,  the  experiense  of  Hahnemann  and  other 
Homceopathia  physicians  has  demonstrated.  First ;  That  a  given 
weight  of  any  drug  in  a  dilute  state,  possesses  a  therapeutic  power 
greater  than  the  same  weight  of  it  in  the  crude  or  concentrated  state. 
Secondly ;  That  Hahnemann's  method  of"  diifusing  a  medicinal  sub- 
stance through  a  non-medical  one,  by  successive  steps  or  stages  in 
regular  progression,  and  with  mechanical  force,  dei'elopes  more  cu- 
rative 'power  than  is  developed  in  an  equally  dilute  mixture  or  so- 
lution prepared  in  the  ordinary  way. 

Physicians  of  the  old  scool  have  made  observations  conlirmatory 
of  the  former  proposition,  especially  in  relation  to  mineral  -waters. 
Prof.  Daubeny,  of  the  University  of  Oxford,  alludes  to  the  un- 
questionable ethcacy  of  certain  mineral  waters  in  England,  in  con- 
nection with  the  fact  of  their  containing  only  one  grain  of  iodine 
in  ten  gallons  of  the  water.  He  adopts  an  extremely  improbable 
and  unscientific  hypothesis,  viz  :  that  the  iodine  imparts  its  quali- 
ties to  the  other  substances  with  which  it  is  associated. 

The  truth  that  Hahnemann's  processes  are  peculiarly  efficient 
in  the  developement  of  medicinal  power  is  established  by  the  ex- 
perience of  thousands  of  intelligent  and  scientific  physicians,  who 
have  had  a  thorough  and  practical  acquaintance  with  the  old  medi- 
cines and  the  old  method  treating  diseases.  Believing  that  theo- 
retical objections  prevent  many  from  testing  Hahnemann's  poten- 
ees,  I  shall  uttempt  to  give  a 

THEORY  OF  POTENTIZATION. 

My  view,  expressed  in  the  most  general  terms,  is  that  Hahne- 
manrts  pi^ocess  devclopes  the  power  of  a  drug  hy  effecting  a 
communication,  and  in  no  other  way.  This  is  the  whole  secret  of 
that  incredible  power  which  experience  proves  his  preparations  to 
possess.  Trituration  and  mixture  with  saccharum  lactis  promote 
this  developement,  just  so  far  as  they  promote  communication,  and 
no  farther.  The  successive  steps  of  centigrade  dilution  promote 
this,  by  subjecting  every  particle  of  the  medicinal  substance  to 
the  mechanical,  tearing-asunder  operatien  of  the  non-medicinal 
one.  One  man,  by  Hahnemann's  process,  can,  in  a  single  day, 
effect  a  greater  comminution  of  a  substance,  than  could  have  been 
effected  in  a  direct  mixture  and  trituration,  by  the  combined  labor 
of  the  whole  human  race  continually  operating  since  the  days  of 
Adam.  The  labour  that  built  the  pyramids  is  nothing  in  compari- 
son to  that  of  preparing  even  the  eighteenth  potence  by  such  a 
process,  that  is,  by  thoroughly  ti-iturating  one  grain  with  a  s^xtil- 
lion  of  grains.  By  Hahnemann's  process,  the  eighteenth  tiitura- 
tion  is  prepared  by  one  man  in  eighteen  hours,  one  hour  being  sutfi- 
cient  at  each  stage  for>a  thorough  trituration. 
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The  whole  world  could  not  divide  a  medicinal  powder  so  minutely 
either  by  triturating  it  with  one  mass  of  saccliarum  lactis,  or  by 
triturating  it  by  itself.  For  in  the  iirst  case^  the  labor  would  be 
enormous  on  account  of  the  bulk.  In  the  last  case,  the  comminu- 
ti(m  wt)uld  attain  a  limit,  and  the  medicine  would  be  left  coarse 
compared  with  Hahnemann's. 

To  triturate  one  grain  of  medicinal  powder  Avith  ninety-nine 
grains  of  a  hard  inert  powder,  like  saccliarum  lactis,  effects  not 
merely  a  wider  separation  of  its  original  component  masses,  but  a 
division  of  those  masses,  and  a  division  more  minute  than  would 
be  practicable  by  any  amount  of  trituration  of  the  medicinal  pow- 
der per  se.  In  subjecting  one  grain  of  the  resulting  powder  to  a 
similar  operation  Avith  ninety-nine  grains  of  saccliarum  lactis,  in 
order  to  obtain  the  second  trituration,  we  render  the  groups  of  medi- 
cinal molecules  still  smaller  than  in  the  first  trituration.  In  form- 
ing still  higher  triturations,  a  reduction  in  the  size  of  the  groups 
of  medicinal  molecules  must  be  effected  by  each  successive  opera- 
tion. 

The  philosopher  will  not  find  it  difficult  to  believe,  that  this  di- 
vision of  the  medicine  might  take  place  many  thousands  of  times, 
without  reducing  it  to  the  indivisible  particles — the  proper  atoms — • 
if  such  exist. 

What  effect  may  such  division  produce  in  the  properties  of  a 
substance  ?  This  is  an  iuquiry  interestting  both  to  the  physician 
and  philosopher.  The  philosophers  of  future  times  will  gratefully 
acknowledge  their  obligations  to  Hahnemann,  for  opening  this  new 
field  of  investigation.  It  is  the  destiny  of  Homoeopathy,  not  only 
to  effect  a  glorious  revolution  in  the  art  of  healing,  but  to  lead  to 
nev^r  views  of  the  constitution  of  matter.  She  is  to  become  the 
handmaid  of  physical  science,  as  well  as  the  mistress  of  practical 
medicine.  Should  the  grea^t  thinkers  and  experimenters  of  the 
age,  be  once  prevailed  on  to  give  to  the  alleged  facts  of  Homoeo- 
pi>Dfej'that  serious  consideration,  and  that  practical  examination, 
which  the  testimony  now  existing  in  favor  of  its  alleged  facts, 
would  induce  them  to  give  to  any  accredited  physical  science,  and 
should  they  ponder  upon  the  physical  aspects  of  this  new  science, 
a  vast  amount  of  curious  truth  in  regard  to  the  laws  of  molecular 
action  might  soon  be  elicited. 

Most  physicians  have  practically  accorded  some  virtue  to  com- 
minution.  Ellse  why  do  the  pha,rmacopoeias  direct  a  samll  quantity  • 
of  opium  and  ipecac,  to  be  triturated  with  a  large  quauntity  of  ni- 
trate of  potash,  a  salt  which  they  regard  as  inert,  but  valuable  in 
Dover's  powder^  by  its  hardness,  in  effecting  the  comminution  of 
the  opium  ?  They  have  not  so  distinctly  acknowledged  its  value  in 
he  comminution  of  the  ipeac,  nor  reflected  on  the  mechanical  im 
portance  of  the  great  mass  in  the  disintegra^g  agent.     But  still, 
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thej  are  generally  satisfied,  that  there  is  some  peculiar  charm  in 
this  piilvis  ipecaciianh^e  compositiis,  and  that  its  effect  is  very  dif- 
ferent from  that  of  its  components,  separately  triturated  and  simul- 
taneously administered. 

The  old  materia  medica  furnishes  a  striking  instance  of  latent 
power  developed  by  comminution,  in  the  instance  of  mercury. 
Quicksilver,  or  pure  mercury,  when  in  mass,  is  acknowledged  by 
the  old  school  to  be  an  i7iert  substance,  and  when  swallowed  by 
ounces  to  produce,  usually,  no  other  than  a  mechanical  effect. 

Yet  this  inert  substance  is  the  active  ingredient  of  the  pilula3 
hydrargyri,  the  blue  pills.  Latent  mercurial  power  is  here  devel- 
oped, by  triturating  the  mercury  with  two  or  three  times  its  weight 
of  conserve  of  roses,  or  some  mixture  containing  sugar,  starch  or 
mucliage.  The  mercurial  globules  are  rendered  invisibly  small ; 
and  this  minuteness  is  tlie  secret  of  their  activity. 

The  same  explanation  applies  to  those  few^  cases  in  which  some 
mercurial  effects  have  been  detected  after  the  use  of  large  quanti- 
ties of  the  pure  metal  in  mass.     It  is  easy  to  believe  that  a  certain 
portion  might  become  commimited  in  the  stomach  or  intestines  ; 
especially  since  it  has  been  discovered,  that  salme  solutions,  when 
placed  in  a  bottle  with  mercury,  divide  it  into  globules.     These 
are  coarse  compared  with  onr  potences,  but  vary  in  size  wdth  dif- 
ferent salts,  as  hydro-chlorate  of  ammonia,  sulphate  of  potash,  &c. 
Even  on  the  suiDposition  that  oxidation  could  take  place  in  form- 
ing blue  pill,  the  principal  or  only  cause  of  the  activity  would  be 
comminution ;  as  is  evident  from  the    similarity  of  the  different 
mercurial  preparations,  when  given  in  small  doses — the  only  case 
in  which  the  proper  specific  effects  can  be  eliminated  and  deter- 
mined.    Even  the  old-school  physicians  give  blue  pill,  calomel  and 
corrosive    sublimate,    almost   indiscriminately  when  they  aim  at 
proper  mecurial  effects,  by  means  of  small  doses.     If  so  active  an 
agent  as  chlorine  is  not  capable  of  masking  or  essentially  changing 
the  mercurial  power,  what  could  be  expected  of  three  or  four  per 
cent,  of  oxygen,  except  to  favour  the  comminution?     In  regard  to 
exaltation  of  proper  mercurial  power — exclusive  of  caustic,  cathar- 
tic and  Oilier  extraneous  properties — cholerine  can  act  on  no  other 
principle.     In   the  smaller  doses  and  higher  attenuations  of  the 
new  school,  the   similarity  of  different  mercurial  preparations  is 
still  more  manifest,  even  with  that  nice  discrimination  of  medicinal 
properties    which   is    peculiar  to  Homoeopathy.     The  old  school 
uses  mercury  much  oftener,  but  knows  much  less  about  its  medical 
properties. 

Where  is  the  evidence  that  the  mercury  of  blue  pill  is  oxidized? 
"What  chemist  has  detected  the  oxygen  ?  If  it  existed,  chemistry 
could  sepcrate  and  exhibit  it.  No  one  has  i)retcnded  to  do  this. 
The  [)harmaceutists  can  urge  nothing  but  presumptions.     Murray 


36 

says,  "  That  an  oxidation  of  the  metal  is  effected,  and  that  the  me- 
dicinal efficacy  of  the  preparation  depends  on  this  oxide.  Quick- 
silver, in  its  metallic  state,  being  inert  with  regard  to  the  living 
system,  the  activity  of  the  preparation  itself  is  a  presumption  of 
this  ;  but  it  is  farther  known,  that  by  agitation  with  atmospheric 
air,  quicksilver  affords  a  portion  of  a  grey  powder,  soluble  in  mu- 
riatic acid,  and  which  must  therefore  be  an  oxide,  metallic  quick- 
silver being  insoluble  in  that  acid,"  These  are  his  reasons  The}'' 
are  founded  on  two  false  assumptions ;  the  fisrt,  that  the  comminu- 
tion of  a  substance  can  have  no  effect  on  its  medicinal  activity  ;  the 
second,  that  comminution  can  have  no  effect  on  its  solubility.  At 
the  same  time  he  inconsistently  alleges,  that  it  is  sufficient  to  effect 
its  oxidation,  even  when  the  parts  are  "  divided  by  the  interposi- 
tion of  any  viscous  matter."  If  comminuted  globules,  when  per- 
fectly naked,  cannot  be  dissolved  in  a  powerful  acid,  what  reason 
is  there  to  suppose  that  when  enveloped  in  a  viscid  substance,  al- 
most impermeable  to  air,  they  can  readily  combine  with  atmos- 
pheric oxygen  ?  One  would  suppose  such  an  envelopement  an 
awkv>^ard  expedient  for  effecting  their  oxidation. 

The  colour  of  blue  pill  affords  no  evidence  of  oxidation.  Col- 
our, in  numberless  other  instances,  depends  on  division  and  mode 
of  aggregation,  without  any  change  of  composition ;  as  we  see  in 
substances  chemically  identical,  such  as  snow  compared  with  wa- 
ter, and  charcoal  compared  with  diamond.  Again,  the  discolora- 
tion of  mercury  is  not  proportional  to  the  duration  of  exposure, 
but  to  the  amount  of  friction,  and  commences  almost  instantaneous- 
ly when  the  first  attenuation  is  formed  by  a  rapid  machine.  Such 
should  not  be  the  facts,  if  the  discoloration  depend  on  oxidation. 

The  mercury  will  in  certain  cases  produce  its  specific  effects 
vrlthout  oxidation,  is  the  opinion  of  the  latest  and  most  respectable 
writers  on  materia  medica  and  chemistry.  Pereira  relates  that 
the  vapour  from  several  tons  of  mercuiy  in  the  hold  of  a  vessel, 
salivated  two  hundred  men,  and  destroyed  all  the  dogs,  sheep  and 
poultry  on  board,  and  even  the  micco  He  says,  in  opposition  to 
those  who  had  supposed  an  oxidation,  that  he  "  believes  with 
Buchner,  Orfila  and  others,  that  metallic  mercury,  in  the  finely 
divided  state  in  which  it  must  exist  as  vapour,  is  it  self  poisonous."* 
Here  is  a  destinct  recognition  of  the  power  of  pure  mercury  to 
produce  the  specific  effects  of  blue  pill.  That  these  effects  were 
poisonous,  was  owing  to  excessive  dose.  Hahnemann  has  taught 
us  how  to  develope  curative  power  by  a  still  finer  division^  and 
cure  the  most  violent  disease  in  a  man,  by  a  dose  that  would  not 
injure  a  mouse.  Pereira,  in  another  passage,  with  some  inconsis- 
tency refers  to  the  occasional  effects  of  masses  of  mercury  in  the 

*  Pereira's  Materia  Medica,  p.  585. 
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bowels  as  resulting  from  oxidation.  The  Homoeopathist,  who 
knows  how  small  a  quantity  will  act,  will  find  no  difficulty  in  at- 
tributing them  to  partial  comminution  ;  especially  as  there  may  be 
present  some  saline  or  other  substances  which  conduce  to  the  de- 
tachment of  the  globules. 

Graham,  one  of  the  highest  and  latest  authorities  in  chemistry, 
alludes  to  one  kind  of  medicinal  mercury  Avhich  is  demonstrably  a 
pure  metal,  and  to  mercury  triturated  with  fat,  syrup,  &c. — as  in 
forming  mercurial  ointment  and  blue  pill — as  undoubtedly  existing 
in  a  state  of  division  merely,  and  not  of  oxidation.  The  passage  is 
this.  "  The  salts  of  the  oxide,  are  reduced  to  the  metallic  state 
by  copper  and  more  oxidizable  metals,  and  by  the  proto-compounds 
of  tin.  The  precipitated  mercury  often  presents  itself  as  a  gray 
powder,  in  which  the  metallic  globules  are  not  perceived,  and  re- 
mains in  this  condition  while  humid.  Mercury  in  this  divided 
state  possesses  the  medicinal  qualities  of  the  milder  mercurials  and 
has  often  been  inistaken  for  hlach  oxide."  *  *  *  *  "  There  can  be  no 
doubt  that  it  is  in  this  divided  state,  and  not  as  the  black  oxide, 
that  mercury  is  obtained  by  trituration  with  fat,  turpentine,  syrup, 
saliva,  &c.,  in  many  pharmaceutical  preperations."* 

The  gray  powder  above  aluded  to,  will  run  into  liquid  mercury 
when  the  water  evaporates.  The  invisible  globules  require  for 
their  permanent  preservation  a  coating  less  volatile,  as  oil.  This 
is  a  proof  that  the  oxidation  of  mercury  does  not  readily  take  place, 
even  in  this  state  of  minute  division.  This  also  teaches  us  the 
actual  function  of  viscid  substances,  in  the  blue  pill  mass,  and  un- 
guentum  hydrargyri.     It  is,  to  divide,  and  keep  divided. 

Hahnemann's  process  effects  and  preserves  in  the  globules,  a 
seperation  which  is  wider  compared  with  their  diameters,  and  a 
division  inconceivably  more  minute,  and  consequently  enhances — 
to  an  extent  never  before  conceived  of — their  salutary  energies. 

If  physicians  in  all  ages  had  given  mercury  in  no  form  but  that 
of  undivided-quicksilver,  and  in  half-pound  doses,  they  would  at 
this  day  ridicule  the  man,  who  should  pretend  that  he  had  seen 
powerful  alterative  effects  from  the  occasional  repetition  of  three 
or  four  grain  doses  of  blue  pill,  each  containing  one  grain  of  divi- 
ded mercury.  We  can  conceive  with  what  sincere  contempt,  those 
old-school,  half-pound  prescribers  would  have  viewed  such  preten- 
sions, when  put  forth  by  a  few  individuals,  and  with  what  affected 
contempt,  and  half-concealed  indignation,  when  the  new  doctrine 
and  practice  were  rapidly  overspreading  the  civilized  world. 
They  would  say,  "  It  is  contrary  to  the  experience  of  thousands  of 
years,  to  all  analogy,  to  all  reason.  Away  with  your  transcenden- 
tal, infinitesimal  nonsense !     It  is  well-known  that  mercury  acta 

Elements  of  Chemistry,  by  Thomas  Graham,  F.  E.  S-    L.  &  Ed.  p,  448. 
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only  by  its  mechanical  properties — its  fluidity  and  weifi^Tit.  Half 
a  pound  will  force  its  way  through  the  bowels,  will  remove  ob- 
structions and  purge  off  the  vitiated  secretions.  You  will  never 
clear  the  system  by  your  grain  doses." 

To  Tiany  a  conservative  champion  of  old  drugs,  we  might  say. 
This  is  your  portrait,  and  no  caricature.  "  Name  changed,  the 
fable  speaks  of  thee."  You  ridicule  the  alleged  power  of  Hahne- 
mann's comminuted  mercury,  simply  because  you  and  your  pre- 
decessors have  never  tried  mercury  in  a  slate  of  more  minute  di- 
vision than  that  in  which  it  exists  in  blue  pill,  or  hydrargyrum  cum 
creta.  If  you  have  developed  latent  power,  by  reducing  it  to  glob- 
ules of  a  certain  degree  of  minuteness,  why  may  not  he  have  in- 
creased the  power  on  the  same  principle,  by  rendering  the  globules 
still  smaller  ?  What  you  have  imperfectly  done  with  mercury,  he 
has  done  to  an  extent  inconceivably  greater,  with  all  his  medicines. 
Your  most  comminuted  medicines  are  coarse  compared  with  his. 

Some  have  gratuitously  alleged,  that  Hahnemann's  doses  may 
answer  for  Germany,  but  not  for  the  United  States.  It  seems 
that,  according  to  some  undiscovered  facts,  or  for  some  unspeaka- 
ble reason,  the  excitable  Americans  require  large  doses. 

Others  have  argued,  that  the  small  doses  can  have  little  effect  in 
Germany,  because  a  man  in  that  country  once  swallowed  a  jack- 
knife,  and  was  not  killed  by  it.  As  the  allegation  of  the  first  party 
is  on  a  par  with  the  argument  of  the  second,  I  leave  them  to  settle 
their  dispute,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  medical  geography. 

If  I  may  be  pardoned  for  treating  the  last  party's  argument  with 
all  the  seriousness  with  which  it  appears  to  have  been  offered,  I 
would  say — It  has  three  fallacies.  It  confounds  mechanical  and 
vital  effects,  regarding  them  as  varying  in  the  same  ratio ;  it  con- 
founds hurtful  and  curative  effects,  regarding  them  as  varying  in 
the  same  ratio ;  and  it  confounds  the  effects  of  fine  powders  with 
that  of  dense  masses. 

We  might  say  to  the  whole  class  of  similar  reasoners,  The  peb- 
bles in  a  turkey's  gizzard  are  infinitely  less  coarse,  compared  with 
your  medicines,  than  yours  are  compared  with  ours.  We  find 
finely  divided  quartz,  i.  e.,  silicea,  to  be  a  powerful  medicine.  You 
deny  it  for  no  better  reason  than  that  its  coarser  forms  are  insolu- 
ble and  inert.  You  appreciate  only  the  chemical  composition,  and 
neglect  the  mechanical  condition.  Your  blind  and  headlong  phi- 
losophy jumps  to  a  conclusion  over  the  wide  gulf  that  separates 
the  massive  integral  from  the  inconceivably  comminuted. 

This  kind  of  philosophy  is  a  hobby  extremely  useful  for  riding 
over  facts.  Some  Grecian  genius  invented  her  for  that  purpose. 
Since  Bacon  exposed  her  defects,  she  has  been  in  little  demand, 
except  in  the  old  medical  school — a  school,  however,  that  can 
boast  many  true  followers  of  Bacon,  and  wise  observers  of  nature. 
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A  practical  physician  of  the  Baconian  stamp,  once  remarked, 
sarcastically,  that  he  knew  of  "  nobody  that  had  so  much  leisure  to 
study  philosophy,  as  a  sitting  goose.  She  had  nothing  to  do,  hut  to 
sit  and  think" 

The  old  school  is  now  engaged  in  this  dignified  and  sublime 
process  of  incubation.  She  is  taking  precisely  this  method  of 
hatching  truth  and  unhatching  error.  With  an  obstinacy  and  per- 
severance worthy  of  a  better  cause,  and  with  eyes  closed  to  sur- 
rounding nature,  she  sits  on  the  nest  and  thinks ;  she  sits  and 
broods  over  lifeless  stones — ^mistaken  for  eggs— in  the  fond  hope 
of  a  progeny  which  shall  one  day  march  forth  upon  the  earth,  and 
drive  the  young  Homoeopathic  chickens  back  into  the  shell;.  With- 
out stirring  from  her  nest  to  examine  the  living  creatures  around 
her,  this  sedentary  animal  has,  by  the  mere  inherent  power  of  rea- 
son, by  long  meditation,  arrived  at  the  conclusion  that  those  crea- 
tures are  sheer  phantoms.  Without  experiment,  she  has,  by  the 
mighty  power  of  sitting  without  movement,  and  thinking  with  clo- 
sed eyes,  demonstrated  that  Hahnemann's  egg  will  never  hatch. 
Moved  by  compassion  for  her  hopeless  condition,  and  the  disap- 
pointment in  which  her  maternal  solieitude  must  eventuate,  in  vain 
do  we  offer  her  a  real  egg,  for  actual  trial.  She  rejects  the  prof- 
fered treasure,  and  repulses  the  benevolent  donor  with  hisses  of 
contempt  and  indignation.  What  has  she  to  do,  but  to  sit  and 
tJiink  ?  If  any  one  disturbs  this  calm  and  philosophical  repose, 
and  urges  her  to  ar;tion  and  vision,  what  has  she  to  do  but  to  hiss  ? 

That  doses  of  Hahnemann's  attenuated  medicines  possess  incon- 
ceivably m.ore  power  than  equal  quantities  of  crude  substances,  is 
demonstrable  by  experience.  This  truth  can  never  be  shaken  by 
any  theoretical  objections,  or  any  tnability  of  its  advocates  to  ex- 
plain its  reasonableness.  If  nature  presented  nothing  analogous, 
this  one  fact  would  still  stand  unshaken.     But  there  are 

Reasons  why  Comminution  should  develope  Therapeutic  Power. 

To  break  a  body  into  fragments  increases  its  surface.  This 
augments  with  every  succeeding  fracture.  A  pebble  of  a  grain 
weight  has  an  immense  surface  when  reduced  to  an  impalpable 
powder,  by  simple  friction  in  a  mortar.  But  were  it  converted  into 
some  of  the  high  and  inconceivably  fine  preparations,  by  Hahne- 
mann's process,  the  stony  surface  alone — independently  of  the  su- 
gar— might  exceed  the  surface  of  the  globe  we  inhabit. 

The  old  school  physicians  know  nothing  of  the  effect  of  such 
expansion  ;  they  can  allege  no  experience.  They  cannot  deny 
that  such  expansion  may  develope  valuable  properties  in  silex  and 
other  apparently  inert  substances,  and  render  active  drugs  infinitely 
7nore  medicinal,  and  infinitely  less  poisonovs,  than  in  the  crude  state 
in  which  they  administer  them. 
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Philosophy  can  allege  no  reason  against  this  development,  exalt- 
ation or  modification  of  properties.  Physical  science  presents  many 
analogous  phenomena.  A  plate  of  mica  is  rendered  electrical,  by 
splitting  it  into  thinner  laminas.  The  free  electricity  of  a  body  is 
confined  to  the  surface.  The  interior  contains  none.  A  hollow 
prime  conductor  can  receive  and  retain  as  much  free  electricity  as 
a  soild  one  of  the  same  superficial  extent.  The  quantity  of  elec- 
tricity which  a  given  body  can  receive  may  be  indefinitely  increas- 
ed. When  a  large  solid  ball  is  divided  into  smaller  ones,  much  of 
what  was  interior  becomes  surface,  and  the  same  weight  of  matter 
can  receive  more  electricity.  A  magnetic  bar  has  no  apparent 
magnetism  in  the  interior,  and  none  at  the  middle  of  its  surface  ; 
but  when  broken  in  the  middle,  it  there  becomes  magnetic,  instant- 
ly and  spontaneously.  A  collection  of  small  bars,  at  some  little 
distance  from  each  other,  is  susceptible  of  being  rendered  more 
powerfully  magnetic  than  one  large  bar  of  the  same  vv^eight :  in 
other  words,  small  magnets  can  be  made  more  powerful  than  a 
large  one  of  the  same  size. 

I  would  recommend  these  analogies  as  "  aids  to  reflection"  for 
those  closet  speculators  who,  averse  to  the  labor  of  Homceopathic 
experiment  and  the  light  of  direct  observation,  are  sitting  quietly 
in  their  shady  rooms,  pondering  over  the  a  priori  improbability  of 
naked  facts;  and,  after  the  legitimate  period,  bringing  forth  the 
conclusion,  that  to  make  power  out  of  littleness  is  contrary  to  all 
reason  and  analogy. 

A  bundle  of  rods  has  been  regarded  as  an  emblem  of  associated 
strength.  But  mechanical  notions  might  often  mislead  in  physics 
and  therapeutics.  In  drawing  off  the  electricity  of  a  prime  con- 
ductor, a  single  wire  directed  toward  it  at  a  certain  distance,  may 
have  a  hundred  times  as  much  power  as  a  compact  bundle  of  thick 
wires.  The  single  point  is  put  in  a  favorable  state  b}'^  induction  ; 
but  the  neighboring  points,  by  counter-inductive  influence,  mutually 
tend  to  neutralise  the  action  of  each  other.  The  electroscope  shows 
a  striking  contrast  between  the  power  of  a  solitary  point,  and  the 
comparative  inefl[iciency  of  many.  But  when  the  wires  of  the  fas- 
ciculus are  widely  separated,  and  presented  simultaneously,  they 
no  longer  occasion  this  mutual  neutralization,  and  their  combined 
efficiency  will  be  found  to  have  increased  a  thousand-fold  or  more, 
according  to  their  number  and  mutual  distance.  The  round  num- 
bers above  employed  are  not  to  be  understood  as  the  result  of  any 
calculation.  Instead  of  exaggerating,  they  are  far  within  the  limits 
of  what  could  be  realized. 

The  above  facts  in  relation  to  pointed  conductors,  and  the  neu- 
tral zone  of  a  magnet,  show  that  certain  properties  possessed  by 
small  groups  of  molecules  are  removed,  masked^  or  rendered  la- 
tent, by  the  proximity  of  similar  groups.     They  show  that  proper- 
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ties  or  powers  are  created  or  developed  by  the  division  of  substan- 
ces, or  the  separation  of  the  parts  of  a  mass,  and  again  destroyed 
or  rendered  latent  by  the  reunion  of  those  parts. 

I  believe  this  physical  principle  to  be  extremely  comprehensive 
and  important  in  its  applications,  and  to  afford  a  key  to  the  ex- 
planation of  that  astonishing  developement  of  power  which  takes 
place  during  the  preparation  of  Hahnemann's  attenuations.  In  the 
crude  state  of  drugs,  the  medicinal  power  of  any  particle  of  the 
drug  is  weakened  or  annihilated  by  the  presence  of  many  similar 
particles  in  its  immediate  vicinity  ;  the  particles  at  the  surface  be- 
ing the  only  ones  which  are  not  thus  surrounded,  and  consepuently 
the  only  ones  which  possess  activity.  If  a  medicinal  drug  is,  by 
solution,  divided  into  molecules  sufficiently  small  to  be  admissible 
into  the  smallest  blood-vessels,  and  is  in  that  state  introduced  into 
the  blood  and  glides  along  the  inner  coats  of  the  vessels,  making 
its  specific  electrical  impression  on  the  nerves,  I  believe  it  would 
be  only  the  superficial  parts  of  each  molecule  that  would  exert  any 
action.  The  interior  parts  would  be  powerless,  like  the  interior  of 
an  electrical  ball  or  the  middle  of  a  magnetic  bar. 

This  want  of  action  would  not  be  from  want  of  contact.  If 
absolute  mathematical  contact  were  requisite,  no  particle  of  matter 
could  ever  act  on  another.  Neither  nature  nor  art  has  ever  brought 
two  particles  of  matter  into  strict  and  absolute  contact.  That 
degree  of  proximity  which  produces  repulsion,  cohesion,  affinity, 
or  any  other  physical,  chemical,  or  vital  action,  that  is  not  manifes- 
ted at  sensible  distances,  is  called  contact.  When  we  bring  the 
hand  so  near  a  body  as  to  feel  repulsion,  we  say  it  is  in  contact. 
This  case  affords  man  his  primary  idea  of  contract.  When  two 
polished  leaden  balls  are  by  mutual  pressure  made  to  cohere,  we 
are  sure  there  is  contact,  because  we  felt  repulsion,  both  prior 
and  subsequent  to  the  coherence.  Yet  there  is  no  absolute  contact 
in  these  cases.  By  a  still  stronger  pressure,  the  hand  may  be 
brought  still  nearer  the  ball,  the  balls  still  nearer  each  other.  All 
action  is  at  some  distance,  though  that  distance  is  sometime  infi- 
nitesimal. 

The  surface  of  a  medicinal  particle  may  act  when  within  a  cer- 
tain distance  of  the  nerve ;  the  whole  interior  might  be  inert, 
though  it  were  brought  much  nearer  the  nerve  than  the  surface  is 
when  the  surface  acts. 

If  this  is  so,  it  explains  why  division  gives  power  ;  for  it  gives 
greater  surface.  K  we  reduce  the  diameter  to  a  thousandth  part, 
we  increase  the  total  surface  a  thousand-fold,  if  to  a  millioneth,  a 
million-fold,  &c. 

Of  all  artificial  methods  of  minutely  dividing  matter,  that  of 
Hahnemann  is  the  most  efficient :  and  effiscts  a  cummunition  oth- 
erwise unattainable  by  art.  Why  then  is  it  incredible  that  it 
4^ 
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should  have  developed  powers  never  before  dreamed  of  ?  Who 
can  say  that  if  ponderable  matter  were  made  sufficiently  fine,  it 
would  not  exhibit  as  astonishing  powers  as  light,  caloric,  or  elec- 
tricity ?  Who  can  say  that  these  imponderable  agents  do  not 
derive  their  activity  from  that  very  circumstance  ? 

The  higher  attenuations  are,  in  one  sense,  imponderable  agents- 
Their  medicinal  part  has  no  appreciable  weight.  Like  light,  caloric 
and  electricity,  they  possess  great  activity.  Like  them  they  can 
never  accumulate  in  the  system  in  ponderable,  poisonous  masses. 
Like  heat  and  electricity,  they  escape  as  readily  as  they  entered. 
They  leave  none  of  their  material  to  clog  or  corrode  the  ma* 
chinery. 

A  man  betrays  great  ignorance,  who  accuses  an  acknowledged 
Hahnemannian  of  charging  the  sysetm  with  the  poisons  or  with 
leaving  it  charged  with  anything.  He  might  as  well  suppose  that 
a  man  lately  arrived  from  a  hot  and  distant  country,  had  during 
his  residence  there,  becomemore  and  more  charged  with  heat,  and 
had  brought  an  excessive  quantity  of  it  with  him  ;  or  that  a  metal- 
lic conductor  by  the  frequent  transmissions  of  electricity,  be- 
comes thereby  charged  with  lightning;  or  that  a  three  days's 
speaker  in  Congress  must  sit  down  full  of  wind ;  or  that  a  steam 
engine  by  long  working  becomes  charged  with  steam,  or  an  under- 
shot wheel  with  water. 

These  last  agents  are  analogous  to  the  comminuted  medicines, 
in  regard  to  the  non-lodgement  of  material.  In  another  respect, 
the  comparison  fails.  The  action  is  not  mechanical,  but  vital ;  not 
a  gross  impulse,  but  a  delicate  influence  ;  not  proportional  to  mass, 
but  to  activity.  It  is  the  action  of  an  imponderate  agent  on  the 
imponderable  elements  of  life. 

I  believe,  that  the  principle  thus  applied  to  the  developement  of 
medicinal  power  presents  no  anomaly,  but  is  applicable  to  other 
properties,  as  well  in  nascent  as  in  the  evanescent  condition  of 
bodies. 

Minute  microscopic  bodies  in  their  nascent  state,  often  exhibit 
properties  which  are  masked  by  the  presence  of  additional  parti- 
cles, whenever  the  dimensions  have  increased  to  a  certain  extent. 
I  have  seen  this  beautifully  exhibited  in  crystallizable  substances 
in  solution.  When  one  part  of  saturated  tincture  of  camphor  is 
mixed  with  five  parts  of  alcohol,  and  the  crystallization  observed 
with  a  solar  microscope,  the  smallest  nascent  crystals  which  are 
visible,  are  seen  to  approach  each  other  by  mutual  attraction,  and 
to  rotate  on  their  axis,  so  as  to  unite  by  their  mutually  attractive 
poles.  These  compound  groups  then  present  similar  phenomena, 
in  their  mutual  approach,  their  rotation,  and  union.  I  have  wit- 
nessed similar  phenomena  in  nitrate  of  silver  and  other  crystals. 
Large  crystals  of  the  same  substances  exhibit  no  such  attraction 
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or  polarity.  Even  ice,  Vv'hich  in  lari;e  masses  has  no  magnetism, 
may  exhibit  magnetic  properties  ^vhen  beginning  to  form  minute 
crystals  in  the  atmosphere. 

The  theory  of  potentization,  so  far  as  above  given,  consists  of 
two  parts  ;  one  rehiting  to  comminution,  as  the  result  of  certain 
processes  ;  the  other,  to  power  as  the  result  of  comminution. 

I  have  shown ;  First,  that  Hahnemann's  processes  produce  a 
comminution  almost  infinitely  surpassing  any  \vhich  is  practicable 
by  any  other  method ;  Secondly,  that  comminution  developes  la- 
tent power. 

I  have  incidentally  alluded  to  another  advantage  which  com- 
minuted medicines  possess,  in  the  delicacy  of  the  human  organism. 
The  invisible  vessels  and  pores  are,  in  all  probability  more  numer- 
ous and  minute  than  the  visible  ones.  It  may  be  in  those  narrow 
recesses  of  the  system,  that  nature  carries  on  her  most  important 
operations,  and  disease  lays  her  foundations.  To  modify  those 
operations,  and  overturn  those  foundations,  it  may  be  important, 
that  the  medicine  should  enter  straits  impassible  and  chambers 
inaccessible,  b}^  any  substances  whose  parts  are  as  gross  as  those 
of  ordinary  powders  and  solutions.  For  this  additional  reason,  the 
powder  and  solutions  prepared  by  Hahnemann's  method — which 
divides  the  medicine  into  parts  inconceivably  smaller — may  pos- 
sess peculiar  power.  The  comminution  effected  in  ordinary  medi- 
cines by  solution  in  the  mouth,  the  stomach  and  the  blood,  leaves 
them  coarse  in  comparison  with  medicines  which  may  be  prepared 
by  Hahnemann's  processes. 

There  is  still  another  advantage  wliich  small  medicinal  particles 
may  have  over  large  ones :  viz.  that  when  in  contact  with  any  liv- 
ing part,  the  average  distance  of  their  whole  surface — as  well  as 
substance — from  the  points  of  contact,  is  less  than  would  be  if  they 
were  in  one  group.  This  advantage  might  be  very  great,  if  medi- 
cinal action,  like  other  forces,  varies  inveisely  as  the  square,  or 
pome  higher  power  of  the  distance. 

In  endeavoring  to  explain  the  efficiency  of  Hahneman's  potences, 
I  have,  hitherto,  not  specially  adverted  to  the  distinction  between 
liquid  and  dry  preparations.  We  find  repeated  solution  with  suc- 
cussion  and  repeated  mixture  with  trituration,  to  develope  similar 
powers,  and  have  reason  to  believe  the  principles  similar.  As  a 
fart  of  the  theory  of  potentization,  I  shall  attempt  to  give  a 

Theory   of  Solution. 

It  is  generally  believed,  that  the  simple  solution  of  a  medicine, 
effects  the  minutest  division  of  it  which  is  practicable,  and  that 
no  dilution  of  any  dissolved  substance,  can  divide  its  parts  into 
parts  still  smaller.  In  calling  in  question  the  correctness  of  this 
notion,  I  am  aware  of  the  strength  of  the  prejudices  to  be  en- 
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couutered — prejudices  both  oi  the  senses  and  intellect.  For  deci- 
ding such  a  point,  there  is  no  adequate  delicacy  in  human  vision 
nor  in  the  instruments  of  ph)'sical  research ;  nor  is  the  human 
mind  so  constituted,  as  to  be  capable  of  any  adequate  conception 
of  the  minuteness  of  nltimate  atoms,  or  of  the  infinite  diversity  of 
magnitude  existing  among  infinitesimals.  When  a  body  is  divided 
into  parts  so  small  as  to  elude  microscopic  vision  and  our  most  deli- 
cate tests,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  of  any  farther  division.  Yet 
these  parts  may  still  be  divided  such  a'l  inconceivable  number  of 
times,  that  we  may  call  the  number  infinite.  The  change  thus 
produced  in  a  medicine  may  be  appreciated  by  means  of  those 
nerves  on  which  it  has  a  specific  action,  but  not  by  means  of  any 
instrument  less  delicate. 

The  unparalleled  sensiUlitij  of  these  nervous  electroscopes  or 
pharmascopes,  is  exemplified  in  the  powerful  action  of  some  Ho- 
moeopathic solutions,  in  which  the  chemist,  with  his  comparatively 
coarse — but  in  his  own  estimation  most  delicate — tests,  can  detect 
no  medicine,  and  in  which  he  could  detect  none,  were  they  con- 
centrated millions  of  millions  of  times.  Yet  milhons  of  persons, 
including  Homceopathic  physicians  and  their  patients,  have  repeat- 
edly experienced  the  efficiency  of  such  attentuations.  The  num- 
ber, competency,  integrity  and  unanimity  of  the  witnesses,  are 
such  as  would  secure  the  reception  of  th^ir  testimony  on  any  other 
subject. 

If  we  can  sufficiently  divest  our  own  minds  of  the  prejudices  of 
the  grosser  senses,  let  us  imagine  a  saturated  aqueous  solution  of 
any  salt,  to  consist  of  hard,  solid  masses  of  salt,  suspended  at  equal 
distances  in  the  water,  which  exceeds  the  salt  in  quantity.  Each 
mass  of  salt  consists  of  innumerable  particles.  It  is  impossible  to 
make  them  smaller  either  by  the  continued  action  of  the  affinity 
of  the  water,  or  any  mechanical  force,  whilst  the  quantity  of  water 
remains  the  same.  If  they  were  sundered,  they  would  instantly 
reunite.  For  any  division  of  the  solids  mto  smaller  solids,  would 
diminish  in  quantity,  and  hence  has  less  attractive  force  to  resist 
the  reunion  of  the  solids,  than  it  had  when  they  were  in  larger 
masses ;  and  even  then  it  was  but  just  sufficient  to  keep  them  sep- 
arate. Therefore  any  division  would  be  followed  by  instantaneous 
reunion,  both  on  account  of  an  increase  in  the  cohesive  forces,  and 

a  diminution  of  affinity. 

Another  piece  of  salt  camiot  be  dissolved  in  the  water,  for  the 
same  reason  that  the  pieces  already  in  it  cannot  be  divided  ;  that 
is,  the  saline  masses  cannot  be  suspended  within  a  given  distance. 

Heat  expands  the  liquid  and  increases  the  solvent  power,  partly 
by  weaking  cohesion,  and  partly  by  removing  the  solids  to  a  great- 
cr  distance  from  each  other,  so  that  new  solids  may  be  received. 
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Either  evaporation  or  cold  reduces  their  distance  and  effects  their 
reunion  and  precipitation. 

Thus  the  hypothesis  of  a  suspension  in  complex  groups,  each 
consisting  of  numerous  particles,  is  in  strict  accordance  with  the 
known  phenomena  of  solution. 

It  is  also  analogous  to  the'  doctrines  of  modem  chemistry  in  re- 
lation to  the  union  of  molecules  unite  to  form  compound  ones  ;  and 
in  many  instances  it  requires  the  union  of  many  atoms  of  each 
constituent  to  form  the  smallest  possible  particle  of  a  given  com- 
pomid.  In  the  most  attenuated  solution,  this  compound,  as  it  is 
not  decomposed,  must  exist  in  groups  which  are  large  compared 
with  atoms.  For  convenience,  I  use  the  language  of  the  atomic 
theory ;  upon  the  ti'uth  of  this,  however,  my  hypothesis  does  not 
depend  ;  any  more  than  the  truth  that  the  great  constituents  of  the 
•liverse  are  arranged  in  groups,  depends  upon  the  solution  of  the 
question  whether  the  division  of  matter  m.ust  ultimately  attain  a 
limit,  or  whether  even  the  moon  is  or  is  not  an  atom. 

Astronomy  presents  facts  analogous  to  those  supposed  in  the 
above  hypothesis  of  solutions.  The  worlds  of  the  universe  are 
seperated  by  large  interstices.  Two  nebulte  may  appear  to  our 
eyes  as  homogeneous  as  a  solution  ;  and  yet  each  is  a  group  of  so- 
lar and  planetary  groups,  whose  mutual  distances  are  inconceiva- 
bly great  compared  with  that  of  the  planets  of  each  group,  and  yet 
inconceivably  small  compared  with  the  distance  of  the  nebulae. 
A  nebula  is  a  single  body,  in  a  truer  sense  than  are  two  stars  of 
different  nebulpa.  The  solar  system  is  one  thing  in  a  stricter  sense 
than  are  two  planets  of  different  sj^'stems.  So  I  have  referred  to 
the  groups  in  a  solution  as  bodies,  because  widely  seperated  as 
compared  with  their  components.  It  is  possible  that  there  may 
be  included  in  each  group — as  there  are  in  nebula — tlifferent  or- 
ders of  groups,  which  determine  the  points  of  easier  division.  A¥e 
know  that  to  be  to  a  certain  extent  true  in  chemical  compounds, 
as  solution  does  not  divide  them  in  all  parts  indiscriminately,  else 
it  would  destroy  their  pecuhar  chemical  properties. 

I  have  hitherto  considered  saturated  solutions.  Before  proceed- 
ing to  attenuation  in  any  higher  sense,  I  v^^ill — for  those  vrlio  may 
not  consider  the  subject  too  dry,  and  who  desire  the  most  precise 
ideas — explain  more  fully  some  of  the  molecular  actions  above 
referred  to. 

What  is  cohesion?  When  are  molecules  united  in  one  group? 
IVben  is  the  group  divided?  In  Avhat  sense  is  medicinal  power  at 
the  surface. 

Cohesion  is  attraction  between  bodies  or  particles  of  the  same 
kind  at  insensible  distances.  In  molecular  action,  I  make  no  at- 
tempt to  distinguish  the  cases  in  which  polarity  is  manifest,  as  in 
crystals  ;  for  all  cohesion  may  depend  on  on  the  polarity  and  even 
the  ma|2;notism  of  molecules. 
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If  a  group  of  atoms  exist  as  a  little  solid  body  in  a  solution,  and 
we  are  able,  bj  adding  more  liquid  to  break  it  into  two  groups  or 
bodies,  in  what  sense  are  they  two  until  they  get  beyond  the 
sphere  of  cohesion  ?  If  still  in  contact,  they  are  one  group.  In 
the  mechanics  of  infinitesimal  bodies,  we  must  use  the  term  contact 
in  a  stricter  sense  The  contact  of  the  infinitesimal  solid  parts  of 
a  solution,  in  such  a  degree  of  proximity  as  excludes  the  solvent 
liquid. 

The  view  which  I  take — and  which  is  calculated  to  remove  one 
of  the  greatest  obstacles  to  the  reception  of  Homoeopathic  truth — 
is,  that  the  ultimate  particles  of  a  dissolved  medicine  are  not  sepa- 
rately invested  with  the  menstruum  or  solvent  liquid,  but  united  in 
hard  and  complex  masses — masses  which,  in  a  saturated  tincture 
or  solution,  are  of  great  magnitude  and  of  little  activity,  when 
compared  with  those  in  Hahnemann's  attenuations.  The  free  med- 
icinal agency  resides  exclusively  at  the  surface  of  the  group,  the 
latent  at  the  surface  of  each  particle.  I  make  no  attempt  to  de- 
cide, whether  the  medicinal  power  is  or  is  not  a  modification  of 
electricity  or  magnetism  ;  or  whether,  like  the  former,  it  resides 
on  the  whole  surface,  or,  like  the  latter,  on  certain  parts.  On  ei- 
ther suppositon,  division  will  have  a  similar  effect  in  increasing  the 
extent  of  active  surface.  Electricity  and  magnetism  are  known 
to  be  in  one  sense  identical,  but  to  avoid  circumlocution  they  are 
referred  to  as  distinct. 

You  will  readily  anticipate  the  application  of  the  above  princi- 
ples to  attenuations.  When  a  drop  of  pure  tincture  is  shaken 
with  ninety -nine  of  alcohol,  the  newly  added  alcohol  exerts  its  af- 
finity as  an  antagonist  to  the  cohesion  of  the  solid  medicin- 
al groups,  and  effects  their  dismemberment  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent than  was  possible  in  the  primary  solution.  This  process 
commences  instantly,  before  the  diffusion  is  complete.  But  to  sim- 
plify the  investigation,  let  us  suppose  the  drop  to  be  uniformly  dif- 
fused before  any  disintegration  of  the  groups  commences.  The 
groups  M^ould  be  at  nearly  five  times  their  original  distance,  and 
each  group  would  be  surrounded  by  one  hundred  times  as  much 
alcohol  as  in  the  primary  tincture.  This  state  of  things  could  not 
remain  a  moment ;  especially  if  the  disruptive  power  of  the  affin- 
ity of  this  increased  quantity  of  alcohol,  were  aided  by  a  mechan- 
ical succession,  as  strong  as  that  to  which  the  tincture  had  been 
subjected.  For  the  equilibrium  before  existing  between  cohesion 
and  affinity,  Mdll  be  disturbed  by  that  increase  of  the  latter  which 
results  from  the  increase  of  the  liquid ;  and  the  suspended  solids 
will  each  be  sundered  into  numerous  smaller  solids.  But  it  is  not 
divided  into  its  smallest  particles:  nor  could  it  be  by  the  most  violent 
succession.  Tlie  vibrations  caused  by  jars,  transiently  increase 
the  distance  of  some  particulars  of  groups  and  approximate  them 
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to  tlie  liquid,  and  thus  give  affinity  a  preponderance  over  cohesion. 
In  this  way  succession  aids  division.  But  to  carry  division  by  this 
means  beyond  a  certain  point,  eftects  no  permanent  change;  as 
the  particles  will  instantly  reunite  by  the  preponderance  of  co- 
hesion over  affinity.  A  power  is  developed  on  a  similar  princijde 
by  successive  dilations,  it  is  unnecessary  to  pursue  this  subject  any 
farther. 

Power  is  developed  on  the  same  principle  as  in  dry  preparations. 
The  affinity  of  the  liquid  enables  us  to  dispense  with  part  of  the 
mechanical  force  ;  yet  all  that  I  have  said  in  regard  to  the  relative 
labour  of  comminuting  by  Hahnemann's  method  as  compared  with 
any  former  one,  applies  equally  to  liquid  preparations. 

His  discovery  of  a  new  law  in  the  science  of  therapeutics,  and 
his  invention  of  a  new  process  in  the  art  of  pharmacy,  have  led 
to  unprecedented  results.  The  most  insoluble  bodies  are  dissolv- 
ed, inert  substances  render  medicinal,  and  the  most  virulent  poisons 
harmless  ;  whilst  drugs  of  intermediate  activity  have  their  saluta- 
ry powers  exalted,  and  their  noxious  efferts  obviated. 

The  main  objects  of  this  discourse,  have  been  to  show,  that  small 
doses  are  efficacious  when  given  in  accordance  with  the  Homoeo- 
pathic law  ;  that  medicines  prepared  by  Hahnemann's  process  are 
in  a  state  of  extremely  minute  division ;  that  on  this  comminution 
their  peculiar  efficacy  depends  ;  And  that  the  development  of  pow- 
er by  separation  of  parts  is  not  an  anomaly,  but  it  is  in  accordance 
with  known  laws  of  nature 


Just  as  the  printing  of  the  above  paper  is  nearly  completed,  I 
find  in  the  Bridgewater  treaties  of  Dr.  Prout — than  whom  few 
have  more  profoundly  studied  the  molecular  constitution  of  bodies 
— the  following  passage,  which  is  in  accordance  with  some  of  the 
above  views. 

"In  this  respect,  therefore,  the  views  we  have  advanced  accord 
generally  with  those  at  present  entertained ;  and  the  only  point  in 
which  they  differ,  is  in  supposing  that  the  selfrepulsive  molecule, 
as  it  exists  in  the  gaseous  form,  does  not  represent  the  ultimate 
molecule,  but  is  composed  of  many  of  them.  With  respect  to 
the  nature  of  the  ultimate  sub-molecules  of  those  bodies  which 
which  we  consider  at  present  as  elements,  as  for  instance,  of  oxy- 
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gen,  they  may  naturally  be  supposed  to  possess  the  most  intense 
properties  or  polarites.  Indeed  such  sub-molecules  may  be  ima- 
gined to  resemble  in  some  degree  the  imponderable  matters,  heat, 
<&c.,  not  only  by  their  extreme  tenuity,  but  in  other  characters  al- 
so ;  and  this  very  intensity  of  property  and  character  may  be  rea- 
sonably considered  as  one,  if  not  the  principal  reason,  why  they 
are  incapable  of  existing  in  a  deta,tched  form.  Lastly,  are  not 
these  ultimate  and  refined  forms  of  matter  extensively  employed  in 
many  of  the  operations  of  nature,  and  particularly  in  many  of  the 
processes  of  organization." 

B.  F.  J. 
7,  Amity  Street,  March  21tJi,  1847. 
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